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The Month 


THE ZIONIST CONGRESS 


HE roth Zionist Congress adopted many im- 
portant political resolutions on the plight of 
German-Jewry, on the Jewish-Arab relations, and 
on the World Jewish Congress. It also clearly 
formulated its attitude to the British Mandatory, 
Jewish private industry and Jewish labor in Pal- 
estine. In this issue we offer as a supplement a 
digest of Congressional .resolutions. But the 
most important achievement of the Zionist Con- 
gress is to be found in its clear formulation of 
policies of colonization, 

The Congress recognized that the cooperative 
mode of settlement has gone beyond the stage 
of experimentation. Cognizant that workers’ co- 
operatives have not only proven financially sound 
institutions but the most effective means for con- 
verting Zionism into a reality, it has endorsed 
Labor Zionism’s method of colonization. By thus 
definitely committing itself to a policy of expan- 
sion in cooperative settlement, the Zionist Con- 
gress guarantees that projects for mass coloniza- 
tion will be carried out on an extensive scale for 
the bent of the world Jewry. The Congress 
measures re-afirm that Zionism is more than a 


colonization plan for settling persecuted Jews in 
a national homeland and more than an effort to 
create for the Jewish people an autonomous na- 
tional status. Zionism is a cultural renaissance, 
as well as a social and economic revolution in 


Jewish life. 
A UNITED WILL 


HE spirit of harmonious collaboration which 
marked the sessions of the Congress made 

its deliberations energetic and productive. Labor 
did not seek to capitalize its numerical strength 
at the expense of other parties. The new Ex- 
ecutive, consisting of Labor, General Zionists, 
Mizrachi and Group B, represents all tendencies 
within the Zionist movement. This united will 
to enlist the active partipation of all elements 
bodes well for the constructive program which 
the Congress undertook. Only two serious clashes 
of opinion threatened the peace of the Congress. 
The first was the Mizrachi demand for the im- 
position of penalties against violations of the 
Sabbath. Contrary to published reports, the Con- 
gress adopted no resolution approving such pen- 
alties. With the cooperation of the labor del- 
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egates, however, the Congress did reafirm the 
validity of previous resolutions against Sabbath- 
breaking adopted by the Actions Committee. The 
question of the transfer-agreement with Germany 
was another source of contention. Despite the 
demonstrations of one small, intransigeant group, 
a branch of the Revisionist tree, the Congress con- 
curred in the advisability of continuing the trans- 
fer-agreement with Germany. At present, the 
transfer-agreement affords the only available 
means of rescuing some of the capital of German 
Jews who emigrate to Palestine. Despite the 
natural reluctance of the delegates, the Congress 
realized that a free gift of Jewish capital to the 
Nazis was not a rational way of tightening the 
boycott.- On this subject, as on others, the Con- 
gress showed a courageous determination to sub- 
ordinate individual viewpoints to the needs of the 
Jewish situation as a whole. 


ARAB REORIENTATIONS 
THE Zionist Congress has reaffirmed “the de- 


termination of the Jewish people to live and 
cooperate in harmony with the Arab population 
throughout the East.” But undoubtedly some time 
will elapse before that appeal for cooperation 
meets with adequate response from Palestinian 
Arabs. Selfish class interests of prosperous ef- 
fendis who wish to persist uninterruptedly in ex- 
ploitation of the fellah population naturally resent 
improvements in the life of the Arab masses di- 
rectly caused by Zionism. However, despite such 
interference, progress in the direction of amicable 
understanding between Arab and Jew is actually 
taking place. The effects of Jewish colonization in 
Palestine are more far reaching than generally as- 
sumed. Zionist activity in various fields is produc- 
ing repercussions in neighboring Arab countries. 
Egyptians and Syrians have come to study Jewish 
dairies and modes of agriculture. The Hebrew 
University, the Haifa Technicum, and the Zionist 
medical centers and experimental stations are 
gradually emancipating the Near East from de- 
pendence on European scientific institutions. Offi- 
cials from Lebanon have enrolled to study certain 
specialties in the Hebrew University. The gov- 
ernment of Iraq has invited Jewish scientists to 
conduct various important investigations. Jewish 
workers are aiding in improving the economic and 
cultural conditions of their Arab comrades. Ow- 
ing to the growth of Jewish settlement, there is 
a gradual rise of life-standards not only in Pal- 
estine but also in surrounding countries. All of 
these factors bring about more wholesome rela- 
tionships between Jews and Arabs and should lead 
to an eventual better political understanding. 
There is still plenty of prejudice to be counter- 
acted. Differences in speech, race, and religion, 
and fear of the Western foreigner raise barriers 
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that only time can fully break down. But a re- 
orientation of Arab opinion concerning our posi- 
tion in Palestine and our role in the Orient is 
taking shape. Ultimately the Arab attitude to- 
ward the Jew will be determined not by the class 
interests of the effendi or by the bigotry of the 
Mufti but by the confidence created among the 
masses through Jewish good-will and readiness to 
be a good neighbor. With the steady increase of 
a Jewish labor population and the expansion of 
Jewish culture, this broad basic understanding is 
being furthered. 


JABOTINSKY'S INTERNATIONAL ARMY 


THE proceedings of the recent Revisionist Con- 

gress at Vienna were characterized by the 
maximum of bluster and minimum of political 
realism typical of Jabotinsky’s strategy. In addi- 
tion to the customary barrage about ‘‘class war,” 
a “Jewish State,” and the sanctity of private cap- 
ital, fresh heavy artillery issued from the Revi- 
sionist arsenal. The “new Zionist organization” 
voted to establish an ‘armed Jewish Legion,” an 
international army to combat oppression of the 
Jews throughout the world. This amazing reso- 
lution was passed despite the protests of the 
American Revisionist brethren who apparently re- 
tained some last glimmerings of sanity. It is hardly 
necessary to dwell on the absurdity of Jabotinsky’s 
latest adolescent phantasy. No nation in the 
world would permit the formation of an armed 
Jewish force in its midst, and no responsible Jew- 
ish group would seek such an “army.” Unfortu- 
nately, we cannot dismiss these proclamations as 
innocent child’s play. Revisionist magniloquence 
makes good copy. The Jewish “international 
army” of the “Zionist Organization” received 
wide publicity in the general press. The average 
uninformed reader is in no position to distinguish 
between “new” and old Zionist organizations. Of. 
course, one can hardly expect the Revisionists to 
be sensitive about the effect of their antics on 
public opinion. An organization whose chief 
stock-in-trade consists of irresponsible and provoc- 
ative utterances is not likely to moderate its tone 
out of regard for the welfare of Palestine or the 
needs of the Jewish situation. No doubt Jabotin- 
sky gets all the moral support he requires from 
the amiability of the Italian fascists who greet him 
as a disciple, weak in the flesh perhaps, but willing 
in the spirit. 

Nor should we assume that the Revisionist love 
of grandeur satisfies itself with the formation of 
an “international army.’ The constitution of the 
“new Zionist organization” numbers several proud 
planks which reach an apex in the decision “to 
liquidate the Galut.” The record of the Revision- 
ists reveals a genius for “liquidation.” They have 
attempted to “liquidate” Jewish labor 1n Pales- 
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tine; they have done their best to “‘liquidate”’ Zion- 
ist unity and discipline by separatist activities cul- 
minating in secession from the Zionist organiza- 
tion. If left to their own sweet will, they might 
do quite a neat job of “liquidation,” though not of 
the Galut. Fortunately, the fate of Zionism is 
not in their hands. The withdrawal of such an 
element is no loss to the Zionist movement. Judg- 
ing from the response evoked by their recent strut- 
tings, one is inclined to believe that the Revision- 
ists may shortly succeed in “liquidating” them- 
selves. 


SNIPING FROM THE LEFT 


O OFFSET the general interest produced by 
newspaper reports from the 19th Zionist 
Congress, the New Masses of last month found 
it strategic to feature a jazzed, Hollywood 
travelogue of Palestine. The author of the 
scenario, Mr. Lester Cohen, (who sometime ago 
travelled in Europe and last February published 
a naive account of a visit to a Soviet penal col- 
ony) dug up for the occasion memoranda of a 
few days’ journey in Palestine. Reheating the in- 
gredients for fresh consumption, he concocted a 
strange stew. According to his own account, Mr. 
Cohen avoided all personal contact with Pales- 
tinian proletarians or cooperatives and stopped 
only at the most fashionable King David Hotel of 
Jerusalem. All that he really saw during his brief 
stay was the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and 
the Dead Sea. But his flitting through the coun- 
try does not prevent him from offering first-hand 
generalizations on the Palestinian situation. For 
a proletarian writer his snap-judgments on Pal- 
estine are curiously nouveau riche. He is of- 
fended by the stink of Arab workers. To his 
ultra-refined ears natives never speak — they hol- 
ler. His movie-minded imagination thrills to the 
salaaming of sheiks. An Arab bride reminds him 
of a “vaudeville Fatima”. Algerian Jews weep- 
ing at the Wailing Wall make him think of 
“stooges from the Garden of Allah”. Mr. Cohen 
also viewed the waters of the Jordan by whose 
streams, according to his scholarly testimony, the 
Jews had wept when they thought of their “‘native 
land”. As further evidence of his thoroughness, 
he unearthed a legendary figure named Lazaroff, 
whom the Jews had murdered because of his 
friendliness to Arabs, (Could Mr. Cohen by any 
chance have meant the waters of Babylon and 
Chaim Arlosoroff, the Zionist labor leader?) And 
like a vulgar Rotarian abroad, Mr. Cohen boasts 
of treating his Arab chauffeur to a soda, of pay- 
ing for his driver’s dinner, and of giving a porter 
more than he asked for. That a proletarian mag- 
azine should deliberately print this tawdry “‘pic- 
ture” of Palestine coincident with the Zionist Con- 
gress illustrates how uncritical American com- 
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munists become when confronted by an opportun- 
ity to attack hated Zionism. Under the urge of 
that temptation they don’t hesitate to utilize 
Hearst technique. Borrowing a leaf from the 
tactics of the Hearst press which “proves” fam- 
ine in Soviet Russia of 1935 by publishing star- 
vation photographs of capitalist-blockaded Uk- 
raine of 1921, the New Masses illustrates its ar- 
ticle on “‘contemporary” Palestine with pre-war 
sketches of ancient Halukah Jews and the Wail- 
ing Wall. Such methods of misrepresentation are 
foredoomed to failure among readers of radical 
publications, even as among readers of the re- 
actionary press. For all the sniping on left and 
right, the Jewish achievements in Palestine will 
triumph over all malicious misinformation. Even 
Mr. Cohen couldn’t down ‘the feeling that at 
any moment hordes might rise from the sand” in 
Palestine. They have already risen in the form 
of hordes of Jewish workers who are constructing 
a new society and transforming a desert into a 
new center of civilization. 


WHICH WAY MIDDLE CLASS? 


EGINNING with this issue we are printing a 
series of articles by Norman Thomas, Sidney 
Hook, Raymond Gram Swing, Jacob Lestshin- 
sky and Victor Kaplan-Kogan which treat of the 
psychology of the middle classes. As Mr. Lest- 
shinsky points out, the fact that economists and 
leaders of political movements had heretofore ig- 
nored the likelihood of the middle classes’ func- 
tioning as an independent social and political 
power has been partly responsible for a domina- 
tion of fascism. In connection with the entire 
problem, it should be noted that the Jewish middle 
class in many ways constitutes a unique phenome- 
non. It is more impoverished, less subject to 
fascist tendencies, and less stable than that of 
other nationalities. Owing to the unusual circum- 
stances attending its emergence and thanks to the 
presence of anti-Semitism, the Jewish middle class 
is limited in its occupations, and in Poland (for in- 
stance) consists chiefly of petty merchants reduced 
to beggary. Because of the abnormal political sit- 
uation of the Jewish people, the Jewish middle 
class is a victim, rather than a carrier, of fascism. 
Its being a minority liberates it from illusions and 
aspirations which other middle classes are prone 
to adopt. Strictly speaking, since there is no Jew- 
ish state, there can be no genuine fascist move- 
ment in Jewry. There are individual Jews who 
may be fascists but there is no genuine Jewish 
fascist organization. Revisionists are only would- 
be fascists. Their unsuccessful effort to gain a 
foothold in Zionism has led only to their repudi- 
ation by the Jewish masses—middle class as well 
as proletariat. As a group, the Jewish middle 
class is extraordinarily fluid. It comprises hun- 
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dreds of thousands who desire to become workers 
and proletariat. Under the impact of Zionism, 
tens of thousands of sons and daughters of the 
middle class have deliberately changed their mode 
of life and have become workers. But despite 
these differences, the Jewish middle class is by no 
means free of influences which are affecting the 
middle class of other nationalities. As long as 
ideologies of resentments, hatreds and chauvinism 
produced by grinding poverty exist within sections 
of middle class Jewry, movements of the Revision- 
ist type may spring up. We hope that a study of 
the circumstances causing the rise of fascism may 
prove of service in helping to enlist the middle 
class, Jewish and non-Jewish, to join forces of 
progress rather than reaction. 


THE NAZI WAR FRONT 


(THE fate of German Jewry is growing more 

and more tragic. The latest strategy of Hit- 
ler’s war of extermination has transcended mere 
torturing of Jews in concentration camps, driving 
them out of the liberal professions, burning their 
books, barring them from trolley cars, excluding 
them from public baths, ejecting them from restau- 
rants, humiliating, defaming, and venting spite. 
Nazi generals now conduct their offensive against 
Jews in a more systematic manner. They have just 
promulgated a series of carefully planned regula- 


tions calculated to force the Jews physically and 
culturally into a twentieth-century, Nazi-managed 


ghetto. In order to prevent Jews from trading 
with the general public, Nazi-cells are raising 
funds to buy out Jewish business firm — at prices 
set by themselves. The Prussian Commissioner 
for “Culture and Education” recently decreed 
that by Easter all Jewish children between the 
ages of six and fourteen must be excluded from 
the regular public schools. The Nuremberg 
Reichstag adopted resolutions tending in the same 
direction. These edicts have their tragicomic el- 
ements. For it is not likely that Jews in present- 
day Germany would seek intermarriage with 
“pure Aryans” nor that they would be eager to 
fly the swastika flag. But the intent of these 
stupid laws is quite obvious. Hitler’s Germany 
is determined to strangulate the entire Jewish 
population, economically and culturally, and to 
treat its Jews like plague-stricken outcasts. 


QUANDARY OF GERMAN JEWRY 
ELPLESS German Jewry can give Hitler’s 


policy of segregation and torture only one 
answer—that of mass-emigration. Since they are 
not wanted, they should leave. No Jew with any 
sense of dignity can continue to live in Germany 
on terms of Nazidom — old or new. But the 
solution of departure has its grave difficulties. 
Hitler’s government will not allow immediate em- 
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igration on a large scale. Besides, 25% of the 
German-Jewish population are between the ages 
of 45-60; and 20% are past 60 years old. With- 
out the assistance of a governmental power, per- 
sons beyond middle age cannot readily transport 
themselves into a new country — not even into 
Palestine. And the Jewish people has as yet no 
independent state of its own. Though Zionism, 
backed by world-Jewry, can rescue the younger 
generation, many older people and younger folks 
are doomed to fight its battle on a double front. 
Within the very ghetto walls steadily closing in 
on them they will have to create a national Jewish 
life of their own, and at the same time train their 
youth to lead a pioneer life in Palestine. This is 
the program evolved by self-respecting Jews in 
Germany. It is a plan which world Jewry should 
support to its utmost. 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 
A MOVEMENT instinct with rich energies in 


American Jewish life has been growing here 
since Bialik, Einstein, Martin Buber, Freud, Max 
Brod, Feuchtwanger, Leon Blum, Arnold Zweig 
and others first called it together in world con- 
gress. In America, the league for Labor Pales- 
tine has already organized a national non-partisan 
gioup in support of the Histadrut (the Feder- 
ation of Labor in Palestine). It is creating cul- 
tural means by which nationally-minded Jewish 
men and women can express themselves. It gives 
Zionists, regardless of party affiliation, a clearing 
house for ideas and actions where they meet in a 
united front. It pools the common interests of 
those aware of obligations to the practical appli- 
cation of cooperative principles. It concentrates 
attention on institutions whereby the objectives 
of labor in Zionism are being realized through co- 
operative labor colonization, equality for the 
working woman, youth pioneer training, and the 
rise of a new culture. It calls to every liberal 
conscience and to Jewish youth to identify itself 
with our people. In over one hundred American 
cities, by various discussions, intimate contacts and 
eager inquiry, this new generation is helping to 
shape a Jewish direction. All whose sympathies 
are drawn to this movement should write to the 
League for Labor Palestine, 1225 Broadway, 
New York City. 





BEGINNING WITH: NOVEMBER, 
which completes a year’s existence of Jewish 
Frontier, the price of one year’s subscription 
will be $2.00. Subscriptions received before 
November 1, will be entered at the old rate 
of $1.50. 
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LABOR ZIONIST YOUTH IN 
CONVENTION 


ITHIN the past few years vital changes 

~ have occurred in the outlook of American 
Jewish youth. The economic situation and the 
growth of anti-Semitism combined to make Amer- 
ican Jewish youth more radical. Increasing num- 
bers of Jewish young men and women discovered 
that the complete solution to the Jewish problem 
lies only in a Zionism which will transform the 
economic and social life of the Jewish people. 
Mass immigration into Palestine accompanied by 
the growth of the Histadrut has had its repercus- 


Balance Sheet of My Life 


THE writer L. F. was born in the 1880's in a 
Bavarian city called Munich, which at that 
time had 437,112 inhabitants. 

He received instruction from a total of 98 
teachers in 211 subjects, including Hebrew, ap- 
plied psychology, the history of the upper-Bavar- 
ian princes, Sanskrit, Gothic gymnastics and 
methods of figuring compound interest, but not 
including the English language, political economy, 
or American history. It took the writer L. F. 19 
years to wipe out 178 of these 211 subjects com- 
pletely from his consciousness. 

During his studies, the name of Plato was men- 
tioned 14,203 times, that of Fredrick the Great 
22,614 times, and that of Karl Marx, no times. 

In his doctorate examination, L. F. failed in 
Old High German grammar and literature be- 
cause he was not sufficiently conversant with the 
fine points involved in unhorsing your opponent 
in a tournament. On the other hand, he was 
highly successful in the anthropology examination, 
when, in reply to the question, “Into what great 
groups are human characteristics divided?”’, he 
answered, as was expected of him, “Into physical 
and spiritual.” 

Berlin, the capital of Germany, had 4,872,394 
inhabitants when L. F. was a student in its univer- 
sity. Among these were 1443 actors, 167 gen- 
erals, 1107 writers and journalists, 412 fishermen, 
1 Kaiser, 9213 students, 112,327 landladies, and 
one genius. 

The writer L. F. spent fourteen years in the 
schools and universities of Berlin and Munich, 
514 months in the army, 17 days as a prisoner of 
war, and then later eleven years in Munich. The 
rest of his life he lived in comparative freedom. 

On 3,013 days he had insufficient means, and 
on 294 days he had no means at all. He signed 
382 contracts, had 412 conversations on religious, 
718 on social, 2,764 on literary and 248 on finan- 
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sions in America by initiating the beginnings of a 
Hechalutz organization. The Young Poale Zion 
Alliance actively helped to rouse this social and 
Zionist consciousness in the American youth move- 
ments. It offered its individual contributions to the 
solution of the Jewish problem. Comrades of the 
Y.P.Z.A. are among the founders of the American 
Halutz and enjoy the distinction of being among 
the first youth pioneers to have left for settlements 
in Palestine. When the Y.P.Z.A. assemble on Oc- 
tober 10-13 in Buffalo at their thirteenth conven- 
tion they should be in a position to elaborate a pro- 
gram that will lead to their becoming the nucleus 
around which American Jewish youth can rally. 


a 


®@ by Lion Feuchtwanger 


cial matters, as well as 19,549 conversations on 
everyday affairs, principally laundry, shaving and 
heating. 

The writer L. F., in the flower of his manhood, 
was 5 feet 4 inches tall, and weighed 13414 
pounds. At that time he had 29 of his own teeth, 
with buck-teeth in front, and three gold teeth be- 
sides. He had heavy dirty-blond hair and wore 
spectacles. He was a good swimmer and a poor 
dancer. He liked all kinds of seafood, did not 
care for puddings, enjoyed hot baths, hated dogs 
and tobacco. He was fond of good wine but not 
of strong liquor and coffee. He was sympathetic 
toward vegetarianism and had high praise for 
the dietary of the Hindus, but in practice was a 
heavy meat-eater. 

There is little doubt that if he had restrained 
his love of the flesh, he would have reached a 
considerably riper old age. But in his best years 
he ate meat from 8,237 cattle, 1712 game-birds 
and 1,432 fowls. He consumed 6,014 sea-fish, 
2,738 river and fresh water fish, not including 
oysters, mussels and the like—and all with the 
greatest of pleasure, though he was often im- 
pressed when he considered how much life had 
to perish in order that his might be sustained. 

Germany, when the writer L. F. flourished 
there, numbered 63,284,617 so-called souls; 667,- 
884 of these were employed in the postal service 
and on the railroads. There were 40,103 doc- 
tors, 856 critics, 8,287 writers, and 15,043 mid- 
wives. Of officially registered idiots and cretins 
there were in Germany 36,461. The writer L. F. 
had the misfortune to have to do with a great 
number of them. Three of them are today high 
officials of the Reich. 

In the city of Munich, where the writer L. F. 
spent the longest period of his life, there were 
in his last year in that city 137 talented persons, 
1,012 above the average, 9,002 normal, 537,284 





8 


subnormal, and 122,962 complete anti-Semites. Of 
the 537,284 subnormal, 8,318 are now employed 
in high governmental offices or in intellectual call- 
ings; of the 9,002 normal, 112 are so employed; 
of the 1,012 above the average, 17; and of the 
137 talented, one. It is a testimony to the unusual 
vitality of the writer L. F. that he could draw 
407,265 breaths in the air of this city without 
noticeable injury to his intellectual health. 

The writer L. F. committed 22,257 venial sins, 
resulting mostly from indolence and a somewhat 
~ phlegmatic search for pleasure. He also com- 
mitted two real sins. He did 10,069 good works, 
mostly out of comfortable good-nature, and two 
really good deeds, of which he himself is really 
rather proud. 

The writer L. F. once possessed one house, 
which was once confiscated. Six times he had 
considerable property, which 414 times ebbed 
away through inflation and once was confiscated; 
and one citizenship, which he was deprived of. 
He possessed, when the National Socialists came 
into power, 28 manuscripts, 10,248 books, 1 auto, 
1 cat, 2 turtles, 9 flowerbeds and 4,212 other 
objects which were either destroyed, killed,. lost 
or otherwise removed when the National Social- 
ists ransacked the house. The police declared 
three times that this had taken place at the order 
of the Prussian Minister of the Interior, and four 


times that is was done by communists dressed up 
as National Socialist officers. 

The writer L. F. was once married. He saved 
one girl from drowning, two youths from becom- 
ing actors, and six not untalented young persons 


from the profession of letters. In 106 cases of 
this sort, he flatly refused his counsel. 

The writer L. F. wrote eleven plays, among 
them three good ones which have never been pro- 
duced, one very ordinary one which was produced 
2,346 times, and one really bad one which, be- 
cause he did not give permission for its produc- 
tion, was presented without his permission 876 
times. In the ordinary, much-played drama, he 
let a typographical error slip through which com- 
pletely destroyed the sense of 41 verses. These 
verses were spoken by 197 actors in 2,346 per- 
formances without being noticed by a single one 
of them, or by a director, or by anyone in the 
audiences of nearly 1,500,000. 

Of the four romances written by L. F., 527,000 
copies were printed in Germany. Since L. F. had 
declared that among the 164,000 words contained 
in Hitler’s book, ““My Battle”, there were 164,- 
000 offenses against German grammar or style, 
his own books were proscribed and twenty copies 
were burned; 943 very bad and 3,248 bad slan- 
ders against him were circulated, and in 1,584 
officially inspired newspaper articles and 327 
radio speeches his books were characterized as 
poison to the German people. 
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With the improverisation of the government, 
the rest of this poison was widely sold in German 
editions abroad, in order to bring in foreign 
money. In this way the officially-subventioned 
German Reichsbank acquired more than $13,000; 
the writer L. F., $0. The $13,000 did not include 
L. F.’s bank balances, which were also seized. The 
bank then further demanded of him that since his 
house and property had been confiscated he 
should pay 63,214 marks on account of any future 
literary activity outside of Germany; and since 
no further taxes could be levied on property which 
had been confiscated, it was recommended that he 
be severely punished for — of all things — “‘ex- 
portation of capital.” 


The writer L. F. could type as many as seven 
pages in an hour; he could write as many as thirty 
lines of prose and four of poetry. In an hour of 
poetry writing, he lost almost 1114 ounces. 

The world made many demands upon the 
writer L. F. He received 8,784 manuscripts for 
examination and comment from young writers 
who were insulted if he took longer than two days 
to read their works. Eighty-four of these manu- 
scripts were destroyed, together with L. F.’s, 
when the National Socialists plundered his house. 

Seventeen thousand one hundred and sixty- 
nine persons sought his autograph, and 826 
ladies applied for a position as his secretary. He 
had 202 relatives, 3124 acquaintances, and one 
friend. Of his 52 close acquaintances, 22 fell in 
the four years of the war, and 19 were done in 
in the two years of the National Socialists’ ascend- 
ancy. Eleven are alive today. 

Two thousand forty-eight persons wanted 
an opinion from the writer L. F. as to 
whether Christ, Shakespeare, Bismarck, Lenin, 
Theodor Herzl or Hitler was the greatest man 
who ever lived. Five hundred and fifteen persons 
wished information on how to write; 714 tele- 
phone calls came to him from anonymous persons 
who called him a pig-of a Jew; 2084 question- 
naires he declined to answer. 

Despite the danger involved for the writers, 
L. F. received 5,344 letters from Germany by 
underground means, in which his activity was 
commended. 

L. F. was perfectly happy 19 times in his life, 
and abysmally miserable 14 times. Five hundred 
eighty-four times the inexpressible folly of the 
world pained and confused him to the point of 
stupefaction. Then he became inured to it. 

He knows full well that achievement is not 
necessarily synonymous with success, and that 
even if it were, man is not prone to achievement. 
Hence, if anyone should ask him, ‘“‘Are you satis- 
fied with your life up to the present time?” he 
would answer, “Yes. If I had to, I'd live it all 
over again.” 

(Translated from the German by Anita Grannis) 
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A SYMPOSIUM 


. H uey Long: CRYSTAL OF MIDDLE CLASS PREJUDICE 


® by Raymond Gram Swing 


ln America, the middle class mind seems over- 
whelmingly dominant. The written and spoken 
word are dedicated to this class as in perhaps no 
other large country. It is so striking here that a 
casual observer might even think the middle 
class actually runs America. If it were true it 
would be a remarkable truth, for the middle class 
really dominates no other place in the world. It 
has only a minor authority in the democracies of 
F rance and England, and even in fascism, which 
is supposed to be, in part, a middle class tyranny, 
it has not much more. As to America, the middle 
class has the illusion it is running the country, and 
this illusion is sedulously nourished by every pos- 
sible device; but anyone who spends much time 
in Washington knows it is an illusion, and that 
the middle class not only cannot get its chief in- 
terests recognized, but is unable to get through 
any considerable minor legislation. 

The class pattern in England is fairly clear: 
there you have the ruling class, the middle class 
and labor. While middle class individuals come 
into power, so do members from the labor move- 
ment, but they are all absorbed at once by the 
ruling class and behave like them sooner or later. 
The point is not that they all turn into aristocrats 
or plutocrats, but that they cease to be recogniza- 
ble as members of the group from which they have 
sprung. The middle class of France, more like 
ours in America, is conscious of itself and has to 
be appeased more. While both the French and 
American people believe that they have a govern- 
ment of the middle class, the real power, politi- 
cally and economically has to disguise itself, rule 
through subterfuge and go in for more corruption 
than in England. 

It is still uncertain how large the middle class 
in America actually is. Can a class be defined in 
its economic terms or by what it thinks? Econ- 
omically the middle class is not large enough to 
merit having every political word addressed to 
it. Labor is a large group, but only occasionally 
(as in the Wagner bill) is much attention paid 
to labor as such, not nearly as much as in England 
or even France. However, if the middle class 
embraces all those who think in middle class 
terms, then in America it includes a very consider- 
able section of labor. 


America as a country with an extending frontier 
promised to be a middle class paradise by holding 
out to a worker the lure that he could rise from 
his class and become either “an employer or a 
white collar person with social standing. Though 
the frontier ceased moving a long time ago, as- 
piration and the habits of thought have not been 
broken. It still is the boast of middle class 
“Americanism” that every one has the hope of 
reaching the top and very easily of leaving the 
bottom; that we are still a nation in flux. Now 
that this is not true, now that we cannot distribute 
free land, new territories and fabulous natural 
resources among individuals, we are in a phase 
in which the art of beguiling the middle class has 
to be vastly improved if there is to be peace. That 
is one reason why most of the written and spoken 
words are addressed to the middle class, and try 
to keep alive the illusion that America still prom- 
ises to be a middle class paradise. 

Only a few newspapers know enough to talk 
about political and economic power lying where 
it does. While neither the Wall Street journals 
nor the radical press make any bones about it, 
American editorials generally give the impression 
that this is a democracy grown great, strong and 
rich through a system of competitive individualism 
and that it will decline if the system is abandoned. 
The middle class believes this; the right wing of 
labor believes it, and the first service the rulers of 
America expect of the press is to keep this inter- 
pretation alive. Our system of government is 
made to appear of the greatest significance, while 
the power of vested interests remains undisclosed. 
If finance capitalism is to control the country, 
political democracy must be pushed into the fore- 
ground and economic democracy seldom men- 
tioned. Thanks to the refusal of Americans to 
change their mental habits, finance capitalism 
thrives better here than in any country in the 
world and is considerably happier here than under 
fascism. The finance capitalist, declaring his 
political philosophy, will be quite sincere in saying 
that he believes in democracy and the great insti- 
tutions of American liberty. Nor is it deliberately 
hypocritical for capitalism to call the Liberty 
League one of its spearhead organizations when 
paying tribute to an economic liberty which once, 
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in an expanding country, promised to be genuine— 
from a middle class standpoint. While it was not 
absurd a generation ago to call what these people 
want liberty, it is absurd today. 

Where an illusion is fostered there is always 
something to hide which it is pleasanter not to 
examine. The middle class in America cannot be 
told the truth that it has little actual political 
power, and the still more serious truth that 
America has lost its chance to be a middle class 
paradise, that it is not going to achieve economic 
democracy through its present governmental the- 
ories. While the middle class is fairly well off, 
the truth can remain hidden, but once this class 
gets a sense of defeat and humiliation through 
poverty, there is room for a new appeal. What 
newspapers, ministers, radio talkers, Congress- 
men and businessmen go on saying about the con- 
stitution and American institutions, does not mean 
to frightened people what it meant to the hope- 
ful and prosperous. Anyone with the sense to 
gauge how frightened by the depression people 
are, and the intuition to know what they want to 
hear, can set up a keen competition to the tradi- 
tional interpretation of our national life. 

The platform of the demagogue being fear, 
frightened people will foster demagogues. All 
demagogues work in the same way, trying to re- 
store to terrified citizens faith that they really 
are in control of their own destiny. The middle 
class, (having believed that it has power, then 
during the depression having experienced that this 
is a fallacy) wants to be told that it really has 
the power to save itself. 


ERE you have at once the key to the appeal 

of Huey Long and Father Coughlin. Huey 
Long’s appeal, before his assassination, has to be 
understood first of all in terms of his environment. 
He came from a lower middle class family which 
had little benefit from rugged individualism, and 
personally he had to pay dearly for its failures. He 
came from a district where nature was niggardly 
in its rewards to effort and from a section of the 
country where most of the owners of property 
were finding mere ownership to be a heavy bur- 
den. It is the essence of competitive individual- 
ism to believe in the possibility of a person’s get- 
ting to be better off—not better off than he was— 
but better off than someone else. In the South, 
competitive individualism has not done much for 
the great mass of property holders. Only the “big 
shots” have grown rich and strong. Huey Long 
needed an education since only through education 
could he have been equipped easily to surpass 
others. He couldn’t get it. He had to go out 
and peddle merchandise through the country. 
Thus he began life as a victim of the middle class 
illusion. Since he was no thinker and burned with 
ambition he fought his way by appealing to the 
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middle class which he understood. That brought 
him to the top in Louisiana. When the middle 
class in other parts of America began to sink to 
the level of despair of Louisiana, he found he had 
access to a larger field of leadership. 

Huey Long promised wealth to everybody: 
that is, he would do something through political 
action that in the past was to be made available 
by opening up new territory. This dream of 
wealth by dividing fortunes was not a recent idea. 
In his autobiography Long quoted a letter which 
he wrote when just launching his political career. 
It was like other letters to the local newspaper— 
one of the home boys thinking about things out 
loud. That letter was a diatribe against the accu- 
mulation of wealth in the hands of the few. Al- 
though Long had not then thought up his share- 
the-wealth program, he already knew that there 
was a hoax in the claim of the middle class para- 
dise. Two years ago, with a gust of inspiration 
and energy, he thought out his program—it came 
to him in the night; he sent for his secretary; by 
the middle of the forenoon he had the scheme on 
paper. Sharing-the-wealth to Huey Long meant 
that he would divide up the fortunes; since there 
was enough wealth for every family to have 
$15,000, he was going to give each family $5,000 
thus setting a new minimum standard of living 
for everyone in the country. 

That would have struck simultaneously at pov- 
erty and humiliation. As an afterthought, Huey 
Long added education to his program. Every 
young person in the land should have what he 
was denied—a chance to get training free of cost. 
If the government can spend money to train young 
men to tend trees, he said, it can spend to train 
young men for their own careers. 

This was the essence of Huey Long, the purest 
crystal of middle class aspiration. He was not 
interested in putting an end to the hopeless myth 
of middle class supremacy, nor in making every- 
one better off through cooperative action, but he 
wanted to make the middle class myth come true. 
Give every family its share of a third of the 
national property, and education; then let com- 
petitive individualism scramble for the remainder. 
That would put substance into the void words 
about what America is and stands for. It did 
not concern him that property could not be di- 
vided without nationalizing it first. Even if it 
could be nationalized, he would go right back to 
the middle class dream of competitive individual- 
ism. “They can’t make a success of it over in 
Russia’’, he told me in a private conversation, “it 
can’t be done without capitalism”. He really be- 
lieved it. 

It would be exciting if we knew to what extent 
Huey Long understood the forces which gave 
him power, how far ahead he saw, and to know 
if he had learned anything from dictators in other 
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countries. I had the impression from talking to 
him that he knew very little about theoretic fasc- 
ism. He was fascinated, however, by the three 
figures, Stalin, Hitler and Mussolini. One 
imagines they were mysteries to him. Stalin he 
dismissed because he was attempting a dictator- 
ship without capitalism. Mussolini and Hitler 
were not sharing the wealth. He could not 
fathom their ways. He knew so little about fasc- 
ism that he kept saying, quite sincerely, that he 
was not a fascist, which was only a half-truth. 
Huey Long’s doctrine was so naive as to make 
one wonder how he made any headway with it. 
But his success should not be interpreted in terms 
of his ideas alone. Combined with them was his 
startling astute, agile, political mind, his tremen- 
dous energy and his very real courage to do ruth- 
less and questionable things. Long could think 
up political tricks much faster than his opponents 
and he had the will to get things done. His 
achievements in Louisiana were considerable 
enough to convince his followers that he was keep- 
ing his promises. His methods, with their com- 
plete disregard for parliamentary and ethical 
niceties, were cheerfully condoned because of his 
positive successes. That forgiveness is character- 
istic of the middle class at bay. It is not concerned 
about the liberties it has heard so much lauded. 


Any man who can convince them he is genuinely 
striving to serve their interests can go about it in 
any way that he pleases. Our middle class has 
not gone yet so far as in Italy and Germany where 
liberty actually is opposed as a false and foolish 
ideal; that stage comes later in fascism. What 
struck me in Louisiana was the indifference of 
Long’s followers to his celebrated compromises 
with important business interests. It was common 
knowledge that from time to time and at a price 
he made his peace with the people whom he was 
fighting. Why should the middle class be dis- 
turbed about these compromises? In a sense it 
is compromising with the system of which it feels 
itself a part. Had Long been a labor leader he 
would have sold out, but as a middle class agent 
he was only employing clever and essential strat- 
egy. One sees, however, what this would have 
meant had Long ever come into national power. 


It would have been quite legitimate for him to 
take funds from the interests he was fighting. One 
should remember that there was no cry of re- 
proach to Hitler when he financed his radical 
storm troopers with the money of big business. 

The next few years will tell the story. The 
fight for the soul of the middle class is on. The 
traditionalists assail it from the right, trying to 
hypnotize the middle class into believing that its 
old dreams can come true under finance capital- 
ism. The demagogues on the left tell the middle 
class it must fight back at finance capitalism, dis- 
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tribute wealth and control the banks. For some 
time to come, this will be the chief struggle, poli- 
tical and economic. The demagogues will win 
if the middle class remains frightened: the pluto- 
crats, if somehow that demagoguery can produce 
even a temporary recovery. I do not mean that 
the demagogues will beat the plutocrats. Once 
they are strong, the plutocrats, as in Germany and 
Italy, will join them and we shall march to our 
own kind of fascism, under a radical-sounding 
disguise, trampling our liberties in the interest of 
maintaining private property and the profit sys- 
tem. We do not have here a labor movement as 
strong even as Italy’s before fascism, or nearly as 
strong as in Germany before Hitler. So we have 
nothing with which we could.even hope serve to 
check the advance of fascism. But the struggle 
for the soul of the middle class may be prolonged, 
and give time for the growth of a labor move- 
ment. Or it may be interrupted through a revival 
of business. Then there will be time to organize 
labor, and the country can go into the next de- 
pression not so utterly dominated by middle class 
thinking as it has been in this one. 





CONTRIBUTORS 


LION FEUCHTWANGER, the author of “Jew 
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of German citizenship in 1934. 
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candidate on the Socialist ticket—in 1928 and 
1932. He contributes widely to the labor press 
and is the author of “Human Exploitations.” 


RAYMOND GRAM SWING is an editor of The 
Nation. He has long been Berlin and London 
correspondent for American newspapers, and is 
the author of ‘“Forerunners of American Fas- 
cism. 


SIDNEY HOOK is professor of Philosophy at New 
York University and the author of ‘Towards the 
Understanding of Karl Marx.” 


JAKOB LESTSHINSKY, born in Russia in 1876, is 
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quent contributor to the Yiddish press both in 
Europe and America. 


DAVID BEN-GURION, the leader of the Histadrut 
and the Palestine labor movement, has just been 
re-appointed a member of the Zionist Executive. 


ELSIE GLUCK has recently published her pamphlet, 
“Introduction to American Trade-Unionism.” 


ANITA GRANNIS is the translator of ‘The Ro- 
mance of New Russia” by Magdeleine Marx, 
grand-daughter of Karl Marx. She is a contribu- 
tor to Story Magazine and will appear in the 
forthcoming “Best American Short Stories,” 
edited by Paul Morand. 
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ll. Traditions and Illusions 


OF THE MIDDLE CLASS 


@ by Norman Thomas 


Ws: have to begin our discussion by defin- 
ing our terms and that is by no means easy. 
There are those who say that the middle class 
is, like Boston, a state of mind. Undoubtedly 
there is something in the definition, but even 
states of mind usually have some explanation in 
those external circumstances among which econ- 
omic conditions rank so high. However difficult 
it may be for statisticians to decide just what 
groups of the population to include in the middle 
class, it is not particularly difficult to get a picture 
of it. Historically the middle class is the class 
which made the present capitalist system. It arose 
in opposition to the aristocratic class—the feudal 
landlords whose pretensions rested on birth and 
whose economic power was based on their con- 
trol of land. In its struggle for power, the middle 
class, especially during the French Revolution, 
made use of the proletarian masses—the day 
laborers of town and country. But its interests 
were not their interests. The revolutionary alli- 
ance in no country was permanent and as capital- 
ism grew, although serfdom declined, the number 
of exploited wage earners increased. 


This middle class originally was made up of 
landed peasants and farmers and of those who 
worked for themselves in the professions or as 
merchants and manufacturers. These land-own- 
ing farmers, merchants, and most of all manu- 
facturers, were employers of wage labor. 


In time, with the concentration of control and 
of wealth there has emerged out of this general- 
ized middle class a relatively small plutocracy or 
owning class—an upper middle class which is the 
true dominant class today. This dominant class 
under the forms of democracy has been obliged 
to make some concessions to the workers and the 
lower middle class. Today the continued power 
of the upper middle class depends upon its 
shrewdness in making concessions, or apparent 
concessions, to the lower middle class and to the 
more powerful groups of organized workers. In 
the fascist countries, the owning class has been 
able to continue in its privileged economic position 
at the price of submitting to a demagogue as dic- 
tator who has avowed himself vociferously as the 
champion of the lower middle class. Actually in 
office this dictator has not given real economic 
power to the middle class, but has continued the 
progress of the capitalist system toward collectiv- 
ism under the forms of state capitalism. 


The chief traditions of the middle class as dis- 
tinguished on the one hand from the plutocracy 





and on the other from the workers are: 1) Re- 
spect for property without discrimination between 
different kinds of property, that is, between indi- 
vidual property in consumption goods and in the 
goods which are used for production. The con- 
fusion of mind on this is admirably evident in 
Father Coughlin’s or the late Huey Long’s 
speeches. 2) Along with this traditional respect 
for property has gone the tradition of economic 
individualism. This has been somewhat weakened 
among us not only by the general course of events, 
but also by the resentment of the lower middle 
class inspired by the words and deeds of the chief 
preacher of the gospel of economic individualism 
—the unfortunate Herbert Hoover. 

The chief illusion of the middle class is that 
the old economic basis for a genuine middle class 
still exists or can be restored by a few compara- 
tively simple legislative enactments. A large part 
of this class is primarily concerned with its own 
status as against the working class and does not 
bother much about the economic conditions or 
theories on which that status was based. A great 
many members of the middle class today would 
either actively favor or would view with equa- 
nimity a considerable extension of government 
ownership, but they revolt against socialist or 
communist talk of the capture of power by the 
workers and they are inclined to be suspicious of 
so conservative a body as the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

It follows that such unity as the middle class 
possesses is psychological or sociological rather 
than truly economic. More and more profession- 
al men, even lawyers and physicians, and certainly 
engineers, are becoming salaried workers. Clerks 
and others of the white collar class, who certainly 
are workers, have heretofore thought of them- 
selves as middle class. In the present depression 
these various groups of professional and white 
collar workers have shared to the full the in- 
security of wage workers who wear overalls yet 
to a surprising degree they have kept the old 
psychology. Moreover, the small business man, 
who by economic right does belong in the middle 
class, leads a sadly harassed life and in most lines 
is pretty steadily losing out. A delicatessen store- 
keeper a few months ago was telling me his 
troubles. He ended by the observation: ‘Any 
time the Government would like to buy my busi- 
ness and hire me to run it as manager, it can have 
it cheap.” Not all of his class have as much 
sense. 


Tenant farming has been increasing. It is not 
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yet apparent how far an attempt to create a sub- 
sidized peasantry out of our present tenant farm- 
ers with at least nominal possession of their own 
small farms will be carried or how far it will 
succeed. If it succeeds to any considerable ex- 
tent, it will create a genuine and very stubborn 
addition to the middle class with the appropriate 
psychology. 

The attempt to compensate the middle class 
for lost economic opportunity by giving its mem- 
bers a share in ownership through a wide distribu- 
tion of stock has meant that the middle class bore 
the chief burden of investment loss during the 
depression years. These little men have been 
robbed outrageously by the plutocrats whose 
wealth they sought to share. Consider the ‘“‘guar- 
anteed mortgage certificate’ racket, the bank 
failures, and the collapse of great holding com- 
panies, such as those set up by Insull, and the 
Kreuger scandal. Consider also how expensive 
and unsatisfactory the middle class and the more 
provident and thrifty workers have found various 
forms of private insurance. In economic terms 
the Marxian prediction concerning the squeezing 
out of the middle class is being fulfilled with a 
high degree of accuracy. The principal fault in 


that prediction was that Marx and his earlier 
followers thought that the process would take 


place sooner than it did. It must be admitted 
that socialist forecast prior to the rise of Musso- 
lini did not take count of the possibilities of a 
middle class political revolt which would play 
into the hands of a plutocracy under the guise of 
fascism. 

In the United States where we have not as yet 
a full-fledged fascism, there is a stubborn per- 
sistence of middle class traditions shared to a 
very considerable extent by workers who still hope 
that their sons, if not themselves, can rise out of 
the working class. The democratic majority in 
the House of Representatives which has been 
dutifully listening to the voice of its master, 
President Roosevelt, chose one issue on which 
temporarily to kick over the traces. That was 
the issue of the death sentence on big holding 
companies in the utility field. Collectively the 
House of Representatives is a good barometer of 
political pressure. It would scarcely have kicked 
over the traces on this issue unless the propaganda 
of the utilities had convinced a great many small 
investors of the middle class that in spite of the 
crimes of the holding companies an attack on 
them was somehow an attack on property rights. 

Even the radicalism, both of the left wing of 
the New Deal and of the critics of the New Deal 
of the stripe of Long and Coughlin, is middle 
class. It appeals to the little man against the big, 
and not the working class against the owning class. 
All of the popular radical or demagogic cures 
now before us, sharply as they may differ from 
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one another, are based on the assumption that 
all that is necessary is the better sharing of prop- 
erty through some kind of tinkering with money 
or possibly through a redistribution of wealth 
without any discrimination as to the kind of wealth 
which is to be redistributed. The untaught 
American radicalism of the working farmer and 
even of a considerable section of the industrial 
workers is today a middle class radicalism. For 
that reason it is far more likely to be exploited 
by an American brand of fascism or by a fascist 
demagogue who will become a dictator than by a 
socialist or a communist leader. This does not 
mean that I regard some sort of American fas- 
cism, probably under another name, as inevitable. 
I regard it as likely unless we are in a position 
to combat middle class illusions. 

It is still true that the backbone of any genuine 
and constructively revolutionary movement must 
be the organized working class of our towns and 
cities. It is also true, however, (as European 
experience has proved) that the urban proletariat 
by itself cannot create and sustain a successful 
revolution either by violent or non-violent means. 
It must have help from farmers and white collar 
workers, that is to say from those who think of 
themselves as being in the middle class. Hence 
in the group belonging both to the second and 
third international there has been a sharp swing 
away from the older position of ignoring the 
middle class or believing that it will be crushed. 
Instead there is talk of alliances with the middle 
class in which talk the communist leadership re- 
cently has gone a long way. I am exceedingly 
skeptical of what can be accomplished even tem- 
porarily against fascism by any middle class alli- 
ances which accept that class at its own face 
value. For instance, to win support of the farm- 
ers in America for a labor party at the price of 
letting the farmers write their own program, as 
long as the main preoccupation of farmers is 
with their position as owners rather than as work- 
ers is exceedingly dangerous. The new commu- 
nist notion that they can afford to support virtual 
bribes to great groups who may join them in a 
united front with the assurance that later they, 
the communists, can control that united front is 
naive. We can never beat fascism in America 
if we as socialists try to outbid the demagogues 
for the support of this or that middle class group 
at the price of continuance or increase of its own 
particular form of special privilege. Our success 
will depend on our ability to teach farmers and 
white collar workers, including professional folks, 
to think as workers, rather than disappointed 
owners or would-be-owners, and to look for the 
security in the proper reward of labor rather 
than of property or of special favors from 
government. 
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This requires us to bring home some plain 
truths: 1) The old days of economic individual- 
ism are gone and gone forever. You cannot re- 
store the America of Andrew Jackson plus a 
bathtub, a radio, and an automobile. 2) The 
middle class, no matter how much it may be flat- 
tered by the demagogue cannot win as against 
the plutocracy on the one hand, and the workers 
on the other; witness the economic plight of the 
middle class in Italy and Germany. 3) We have 
the means to produce moderate abundance for all 
and we can rapidly increase our capacity to pro- 
duce. The acceptance of the ideal of the co- 
operative commonwealth is the acceptance of 
abundance, not of poverty. 4) The basis of the 
acceptance of abundance or of the cooperative 
commonwealth is the proper reward of workers 
as workers, not the improper, paralyzing reward 
of the ownership of productive goods under the 
profit system. The engineer logically has far 
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more hope of reward in working for society than 
of reward working for absentee owners under 
the conditions imposed by the profit system. This 
is especially true if the engineer will take sides 
with the workers in trying to build the cooperative 
commonwealth. 

Whatever alliances the friends of the coopera- 
tive commonwealth may have to make against 
fascism, we shall lose and not win if the price 
of the alliance tends to confirm and increase the 
illusions of the middle class or its pride of status. 
There are no short cuts which can obviate the 
necessity for hard and rapid educational work 
to persuade the middle class that its true security 
lies in the reward of labor with hand and brain, 
which reward is impossible save at the price of 
planned production, based on the social ownership 
and operation of our great natural resources and 
mechanical equipment for use and not for private 
profit. 


lll. Middle Class Patterns 


of 


European Fascism 


® by Sidney Hook 


However we define the governmental 
system of fascism—whether as the dictatorial 
rule of finance capital or the triumvirate of tory 
landlordism, bureaucratic militarism and mono- 
poly capitalism—it is marked by one essential 
character without which fascism is not a move- 


ment but a reactionary aspiration. That is the 
mass support of a discontented lower middle 
class. Without this mass support fascist groups 
are never given power and the purposes of the 
ruling class are achieved either by Bonapartist 
usurpation or camarilla rule. Practically every- 
where, fascism is a2 movement which is middle 
class in leadership, ideology, and predominantly 
in membership. 

If this be true at least two questions compel 
the attention of all who desire to combat the 
growth of fascism. The first is: Why is it that 
the middle classes have rallied to fascist standards 
in Italy, Germany and elsewhere? And second, 
is there any historic necessity for the middle 
classes to align themselves with a fascist rather 
than a socialist movement? 

Logically the second question is prior to the 
first, for if we answer it affirmatively, if we re- 
gard fascism as historically necessary, then the 
answer to the first question can have only theo- 
retic importance. Those who answer the second 
question affirmatively offer the simplest explana- 
tion. They attribute the rise of fascism to the 

*Based on an address delivered as part of a symposium at the 21st 


Annual Summer Conference of the League for Industrial Democracy, 
June 23, 1935, 


decline of capitalism with its cyclical contractions 
of the market, the consequent decline in the aver- 
age rate of profit, the progressive restriction of 
economic opportunities for all classes, and the 
sharpened class antagonisms resulting therefrom. 
These theorists are for the most part ‘“‘orthodox 
Marxists” from both the reformist and Stalinist 
camps. In their quaint rumination on the causes 
of their defeat, it would appear as if fascism were 
the inevitable consequence of the same _ socio- 
economic course of events in the different coun- 
tries in which it has triumphed. Now to be sure, 
after the event, it is easy to make it appear that 
a given consequence is inevitable. But as the 
mentor to the tyrants of the Renaissance remarks, 
“Fate is only inevitable when it is not resisted.” 
Despite their easy use of the term “scientific” the 
thought processes of these theorists are as far 
from science as the thought processes of any 
fundamentalist theologian. For all their vaunted 
materialism, they are unconscious victims of a 
telic monism. They overlook the fact that the 
development and decline of fascism accounts only 
for the objective conditions under which fascism 
arose. Without these conditions, fascism could 
not arise, or having arisen, could not succeed. 
But that is an entirely different matter from say- 
ing that because of these conditions fascism of 
necessity had to arise and conquer. 

The distinction is as clear as it is all-important 
and may be made even more pointed with a simple 
query: If the effects of declining capitalism drove 
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the middle classes to oppose the status quo, why 
did not the middle classes follow the socialist and 
communist parties whose critiques of capitalism 
and propaganda techniques the fascists largely 
stole? If we must speak of conditions, let us 
never forget that in any historical situation, 
human beings with their traditions, potentialities 
and ideals are part of the conditions, too. What 
we do or fail to do has a very real influence upon 
the course of events. No one but a blind mechan- 
ist or one who believes that “the finger of God” 
writes man’s history can deny that certain politico 
psychological factors, which are not in the first 
instance economic at all, may for a long period 
exercise a determining influence upon a disturbed 
and unsettled state of affairs. The reason why 
these ‘‘Marxists” speak of the socio-economic in- 
evitability of fascism is that they wish to cover 
up the sins of omission and commission on the part 
of the Socialist and Communist Parties in the 
countries where fascists have taken power. But 
these are part of the story, too. 


I do not wish to discuss the economic presup- 
positions of fascism. I shall assume that we are 
all aware of the effect of the economic cycle upon 
the standards of living of the middle classes. 
What I want to do is to discuss very briefly some 
of the psychological patterns of response of the 
middle classes, particularly why they dissociated 
themselves from the working-class movement and 
the program of socialism. 

One of the most impressive things about Ger- 
man fascism to one who actually watched this 
movement grow was the sincerity with which it 
regarded itself as revolutionary. Whatever may 
have been the subsequent disillusion of its rank 
and file, in the period which preceded its growth 
to power the fascist battalions—proletarized 
middle class as well as unemployed proletarians— 
thought of themselves as the executors of what 
they called the total revolution. A revolution 
not only against the slavery of interest-earning 
capital but a revolution in life, manners and 
morals, including religion. This revolutionary sen- 
timent, however, was a peculiar one. Its basis 
was primarily in resentment and its expressions— 
hooliganism, mass whispering campaigns, and the 
promise of future St. Bartholomews—took the 
characteristic form of resentment. Resentment 
against the Social-Democratic governments in na- 
tion, state and municipality because they were 
the legal executors of the policy of retrenchment. 
Resentment against the communists because they 
seemed to be the janisarries of a foreign power. 
Resentment against the Jews because of the places 
they had won in the Weimar Republic. Resent- 
ment against the Herrenclub as well as the con- 
servative leaders of the Stahlhelm crew because 
of their open contempt for the dispossessed. 

The resentment of the fascists flowed from 
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their sense of lost status, lost dignity, lost inde- 
pendence. They identified their lost fortunes with 
the national fate which had left Germany stripped 
and bound by the Versailles treaty. The people 
who once counted no longer counted. The war, 
inflation, prolonged unemployment had succeeded 
in wiping out their fortunes, but not the traditions 
which had nurtured them nor the memories which 
consoled them. Despite the revolutionary phrase- 
ology, this nostalgia for the golden days of the 
past reflected itself in their concrete imagery of 
what life would be like in the Third Reich. The 
most vehement and bitter of all the groups in 
the heterogeneous middle class following of Hit- 
ler were the professionals (thcluding students) 
especially the minor functionaries who were, or 
had been, members of the government bureaucracy. 
Pre-war economic depressions had not affected 
their status and opportunities because an important 
consequence of these depressions was the expan- 
sion of the social services. But the effect of the 
post-war crises — particularly after 1929 — was 
the opposite. Social services were cut, salaries 
decreased and unemployment grew by leaps and 
bounds. The result was a paranoic job-hunger 
among those who had no jobs and an anxiety 
neurosis among those who still had them. 


A second outstanding feature of the fascist 
movement in Europe was the absence of a clear 
and systematically developed program. There 
were plenty of points in Hitler’s speeches. But 
they meant all sorts of things on all sorts of oc- 
casions. No two Nazis ever interpreted them 
to me in the same way. A large, loose and mouth- 
filling vagueness took the place of simple prin- 
ciples. The amazing fact was that the fascists 
both in Italy and Germany had no program. But 
what is even more amazing, they publicly boasted 
that they had no program. In Italy, the most 
authoritative of the official organs of the Fascist 
Party wrote: ‘Fascism is clear in its negative 
program but it is not clear in the least what its 
positive program is.” In Germany, Hitler and 
Goebbels openly proclaimed: “The people want 
no program; they want someone to rule them.” 
“Let us first begin to rule, then the program will 
come by itself.”” In a memorable speech in the 
Berlin Sportpalast, Goebbels declared: “We are 
reproached that we have no program, or that the 
one we have is full of contradictions. But just 
because of this we shall gain the victory.” He 
was cheered to the echo. 

But if the Fascists had no program, they had 
plenty of slogans. And with slogans you can 
promise everyone everything—except the Jews. 
To the farmers a high tariff on agricultural prod- 
ucts and state subsidies; to the unemployed public 
works at high wages; to the employed still higher 
wages; to the industrial capitalists “an honest 
profit”; to the professional soldiery opportunities 
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to regain lost military honor; to every youth a 
career; and to every woman—a husband and 
children. 

There was a profound political logic behind this 
refusal to develop a consistent program. As 
Conze and Wilkinson in their admirable but little 
known study have shown’, it enabled the fascists 
to unite in one mass following all sorts of con- 
tradictory tendencies on a common negative posi- 
tion—tendencies which sought to preserve capital- 
ism and tendencies which sincerely sought to de- 
stroy it. The fascists could promise immediate 
remedies at no cost to anyone but the Jews. And 
even though I heard spokesmen of these different 
tendencies admit under pressure that not all the 
promises could be carried out—this would affect 
the promises, they explained, which had been 
made to “the other fellow”. 

The absence of a program was compensated 
for not only by a multiplicity of slogans but by a 
fetishistic exaltation of action. Mussolini had 
already said: ““What we need is not a program 
but action”. And occasions were provided for 
that action. Again with a realistic psychological 
insight. For the psychological effect of continu- 
ous action, conspicuous action, provocative action 
is great, indeed. Not only does it sustain the 
self-esteem of the participants and train them to 
secure the attention, and the possible aid, of those 
discontented on any score; it also stills the voice 
of criticism and puts any kind of skepticism to 
rout. Every victory slays another doubt. Even 
though almost all the fascist victories were won 
with the help, or under the protection of the 
police, this affected not at all the Blackshirts’ 
and Brownshirts’ consciousness of themselves as 
heroes. 

The most usual forms of organized fascist ac- 
tivity were anti-parliamentarian and anti-demo- 
cratic. The turbulent political life of Italy and 
the absence of democratic traditions in Germany 
made it easier for the fascists to denounce parlia- 
mentary methods as mere devices for delaying 
action. Subordination to authority came easy in 
Germany because, there, the state power until 
1918 was invested with vestigial feudal trap- 
pings. Unfortunately, in the minds of a majority 
of the German people the political democratic 
forms of the Weimar Republic were associated 
with the Treaty of Versailles—which al] Germans 
regarded as unjust. Just as unfortunate is the sad 
fact that no German political party really fought 
for genuine democracy. The Social-Democrats 
despite their name and program capitulated in 
the most shameless fashion to the onslaughts of 
capital. The Communist Party which had long 
since forgotten the democratic content of its own 
slogan of “dictatorship of the proletariat” (read 
as “dictatorship of the party”) never mentioned 


*What is Fascism? London, 1924. 
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democracy without loathing and contempt. 

A very significant feature of European fascist 
movements was the comparative youth of its fol- 
lowing. The fascists made heavy inroads on the 
youth of all classes — even the youth of some 
sections of the working class. The reason for 
this was largely the enforced idleness of the 
young. Unemployment, naturally, was propor- 
tionately much higher among them than among 
their elders. The fascists gave the youth, fretting 
with inactivity, a uniform, a handout, a few pen- 
nies for pocket money and opportunities for not 
too risky action. Those who derived from the 
lower middle classes and working class were made 
to feel that a new equalitarianism would pervade 
German life after its awakening. Dramatic sym- 
bols were employed to impress this ideal of Bru- 
derschaft and Schicksalsgemeinschaft upon them. 
In the S. A. they rubbed shoulders with the bank- 
rupt nobility, phony intellectuals and soldiers of 
fortune whom the Nazis mustered as officials. 

The section of the youth which responded most 
enthusiastically to Hitlerism was the students. 
Some years ago I discussed at length in the 
organ of the L.I.D. the interesting question 
“Why the German Student is Fascist’”.* The 
German students were drawn overwhelmingly 
from the middle classes. Less than 2% were of 
proletarian origin. Their boyhood had been 
darkened by war and the subsequent years of 
slow hunger. Their social condition was worse 
than any other youth group, for they all lived 
on small allowances from home, struggled with 
chronic need, and despite their vocational ambi- 
tions faced an absolutely hopeless future as 
one look at the relevant figures will show. For 
economic and psychological reasons, their anti- 
Semitism was shriller than that of everyone else. 
Like all the distressed groups which joined die 
Partei der Verzweifelten—the party of Hitler 
and fascism—they sought a scapegoat. Every 
evil was traced to the iniquity of the Treaty of 
Versailles; the treaty of Versailles was played up 
as a result of the “great betrayal”; and the Social- 
Democrats and Jews were assigned the role of 
the chief villains of the piece—the traitors who 
had delivered the stab-in-the-dark. After one had 
heard these German students who were hardly 
out of swaddling clothes when the war was 
fought, denounce the socialists and Jews, includ- 
ing their organizations of war veterans, as cow- 
ards and traitors, nothing that took place in Ger- 
many subsequently, seemed surprising. 

Another large section of the lower middle class 
which supported the fascists—by their votes 
rather than by organized predatory raids—was 
the peasantry. The radical parties had never 
worked out a proper technique of persuasion for 


*Student Outlook, Vol. I, No. 5, based on an address delivered in 
July, 1932. 
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the naturally suspicious peasant. In Italy wide- 
spread strikes of agricultural laborers just before 
harvest time made the independent peasant hos- 
tile to the socialists without his being overfriendly 
to the government. In Germany the dread of 
the small landed proprietor of meeting the fate 
of the so-called Russian kulaks was fanned into 
panic, on the one hand, by the artful propaganda 
of the Nazis, on the other, by the communists who 
enthusiastically approved not only what was done 
in Russia but how it was done, and did not dis- 
tinguish in critical Marxist fashion between the 
different traditions of the two countries. Add 
to this the influence of Hugenberg’s nationalist 
press which was very strong in agrarian regions 
and which laid all the evils afflicting the peasants 
at the door of the “state subsidized city workers” 
—and the political loyalties of the peasants are 
sufficiently explained. 

The final factor accounting for the fascist hyp- 
nosis of the middle class masses was a negative 
one. It was the failure of the radical parties to 
provide realistic and militant leadership for the 
oppressed majority of the population. That it 
was possible for working class parties to win 
the confidence of the middle class had been 
demonstrated in the Paris Commune. But if that 
event was doomed by excess intrepidity, the Ital- 
ian and German events were turned into disasters 
through timidity, criminal blunders and sectarian 
dogma. The Italian Socialist Party could have led 
a successful revolution in 1920. The failure to 
carry through politically what had already been 
accomplished by the workers in possession of the 
factories, led to the rise of Mussolini. The Ger- 
man Communist Party could have unified the 
whole country behind it in 1923-24, the dog days 
of the inflation, had not Brandler and Thalheimer 
been called off by Stalin in the interests of the 
Treaty of Rapallo which marked Russia’s entry 
into “the comity of nations”. The responsibility 
for the practically uncontested rise to power of 
Hitler is shared equally by the German Social- 
Democratic and Communist Parties. Their weak- 
nesses were of a different order but they had a 
common effect. 

The Socialist Party was not a revolutionary 
party. Its leaders did not want state power, and 
when they had it locally, did not know what to 
do with it. Social-Democracy underestimated the 
dangers of fascism to the very last, making ‘t 
impossible to take even effective measures of de- 
fense. It made a fetish of the formal processes 
of democracy, followed the policy of “‘the lesser 
evil to-day” so intimately bound up with “the 
greater evil of to-morrow”, and when Hitler 
came to power threw itself upon his sufferance, 
expecting him to play according to the rules of 
the old parliamentary game. Its most fateful 
weakness was the whole series of actions by which 
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it estranged from itself the militant sections of 
the working class. This was a consequence of 
its carrying out the capitalist policies of rationa- 
lization, and at times acting as the policeman of 
the bourgeois state. I remember very vividly the 
indignation of a considerable portion of its own 
membership after the Berlin May days of 1929, 
when a Social-Democratic police president used 
gunfire to prevent the working class from celebrat- 
ing the first of May on the streets. 

The Communist Party claimed to be revolu- 
tionary but if it had deliberately set out to defeat 
its own avowed purposes it could not have suc- 
ceeded better. First of all the structure of its 
organization, its phraseology, slogans, and dis- 
ruptive dual trade-union policy created the wide- 
spread impression that it was the foreign arm 
of a foreign power. By crying hallelujah! to 
every startling decree promulgated by Russia, by 
failing to distinguish between the socialist and 
purely nationalist elements in Russia’s remark- 
able achievements, it made itself morally respon- 
sible in the eyes of the German masses for every- 
thing that was done in Russia. The bourgeois 
press capitalized the ruthlessness of Russian 
policy much more effectively than the communists 
propagated the Russian program. The peasants, 
the professionals, and intellectuals generally, 
were not slow in drawing their own conclusions 
as to what was in store for them when the K.P.D. 
assumed power. Secondly, despite itself, it built 
up the prestige of the fascists by imitating a great 
many of their agitational moves. It took up the 
cry of the Nazis against the Treaty of Versailles, 
it echoed some of the promises of special con- 
cessions the Nazis made to the peasants, it united 
with the Nazis in a common plebiscite against the 
Socialists in Prussia in 1931— all this after the 
Nazis, thus only confirming the correctness of the 
Nazi views in the minds of those already infected 
with the brown plague. There was even a dis- 
graceful episode in which some of the group 
around Lieutenant Scheringer, who had come 
over to the C.P., tried to make converts among 
the Nazi membership by boasting that as distinct 
from the S.P. there was not a single Jew on the 
C.E.C. of the German Communist Party! But 
by far the worst of its blunders was its espousal, 
in propaganda and practice, of Stalin’s “Theory 
of Social-Fascism”. According to this theory, 
the Social-Democrats were “not the antidotes of 
the fascists but their twins”. How could any 
united front ever be sincerely offered or success- 
fully carried out with such a view? Officially 
this theory has never been repudiated and down 
to a very few months ago, i. e., even after Hitler 
came to power, the Communist International still 
proclaimed that “the Social-Democracy was the 
main (sic/) support of the bourgeoisie.” 

I cannot conclude this article on European 
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fascism without some remarks concerning the 
American scene. The problem of how to win 
the middle classes for socialism in this country 
is even more important than it was in Europe for 
here the middle classes are even more numerous 
and more susceptible to demagogy. This does 
not mean that the center of gravity of the socialist 
movement must be shifted from the working 
class to the middle class. Such a movement would 
easily fall prey to the fascists. Why then—aside 
from their usefulness as allies—is it so important 
to reach the middle classes? For the simple reason 
that in reaching the middle classes we will be 
reaching and winning the American workers too, 
who more than anywhere else in the world have 
the same psychology and traditions as the middle 
classes. How can this be done? No one knows 
enough to say. But I content myself with a few 
suggestions. 

First, socialist doctrine must be so presented 
that socialism does not appear to be a foreign 
importation. Cultural continuity with the best 
and most progressive in the American past must 
be stressed. Without losing sight of the interna- 
tional character of the socialist movement or lap- 
sing even for a moment into any kind of nation- 
alism, the American Socialist approach must 
justify political and social discontinuity in terms 
of a larger developing cultural continuity. It 
must be made clear that the socialist revolution, 
dialectically understood, comes not merely to ne- 
gate the past and present but to fulfill them— 
and the message must be brought home to the 
American masses not in the language of dialectics 
but in plain American idiom. 

Secondly, detailed appeal to the various sec- 
tions of the middle class must be made in order 
to convince them that their specific problems can- 
not be solved without solving the larger social 
problem. There is not even a partial solution 
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possible of the fundamental problems of the 
working classes under capitalism. That is why 
only they can be the mainspring of the socialist 
movement. But other groups like the farmers, 
small store-keepers and professionals imagine that 
if certain immediate measures were taken, they 
would experience a partial, if not a complete, 
solution of their difficulties. Socialist education 
must disabuse them of that illusion by pointing 
out that no measure which does not benefit the 
entire class of producers can in the long run bene- 
fit any one group. This can easily be shown in 
respect to the farmers—the most militant section 
of the American middle class. What is happen- 
ing to the middle classes in fascist countries may 
be used as a converse demonstration of the above 
theorem. . 

Thirdly, greater attention must be given to the 
development of a genuinely socialist ethos—a 
living faith which can compete with the noisy 
pseudo-idealism of the quack doctors of capitalism 
who carry machine guns in their medicine kits. 
Marxism is a humanistic philosophy as well as an 
economic theory. The positive ideals and values 
of the socialist commonwealth should be offered 
as a substitute to the current enthusiasms, empty 
of content but dangerous in effect, of origin, race, 
section, and chauvinist symbol. 

Last and indispensable as a means to implement 
all the others, a new mass Marxist party must be 
organized uniting under a new International all 
genuine Marxist elements in existing groups and 
parties. Reformism is bankrupt—its corpse lies 
buried in Germany, Austria, Italy and Spain. 
Stalinism, for years a caricature of socialist ideals, 
is now dying of the fatal malady of social patriot- 
ism. Fascism can be defeated but not by those 
who have unwittingly smoothed the road to its 
past victories. 


IV. Anomaly of Jewish Crisis 


® By Jakob Lestshinsky 


THE present economic plight of the Jewish 
masses, though a direct result of the world 
crisis, has its specific Jewish characteristics. For the 
Jews as a people are distinct from other nations 
both in social structure and political situation. 
There is a crisis in world Jewry because all Jews 
in virtually all countries are undergoing the rav- 
ages of a common set of conditions from which 
they vainly seek relief. Though in some places 
political rather than economic factors aggravate 
the Jewish condition, everywhere Jews are experi- 
encing the same stages of declassing, displacement, 
and pauperization. Of course, declassing and pan- 





perization are by no means exclusively Jewish 
phenomena but with Jews these processes have 
become unusually acute and have assumed special 
forms of their own. Besides, Jewish displace- 
ment from numerous, occupations had actually be- 
gun independent of and before the present crisis. 
Notwithstanding the wide diversification of Jewish 
life under differing political and economic condi- 
tions, both the intensity and the peculiarity of 
the Jewish crisis sprang from identical sources: 
detachment from the soil, extra-territoriality, and 
the state of being a minority in every country. 
This “unnatural” social structure of Jewry (a re- 


From “Jewish and Economic Destruction after the World War” by Jakob Lestshinsky, published in Yiddish by the Committee of Jewish 
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sult of two thousand years of exile) is responsible 
for the disproportionate number of Jews to be 
found in those social classes which become the 
first and greatest victims in our transition period. 

Economic anti-Semitism has accompanied the 
Jewish people throughout its long journey in the 
diaspora. With the coming of the regular cyclical 
crises, anti-Semitic waves would normally wash 
out the results of adjustment and adaptation which 
the Jews had attained in times of “peace”. Upon 
the rise of economic disturbances caused by radical 
social structural changes, those waves would in- 
undate the Jewish communities with torrents of 
blood and temporarily wreck all the positions oc- 
cupied by Jews. The post-war crisis, sweeping in 
its tide numerous countries and assuming propor- 
tions hitherto unknown in the history of mankind, 
has given economic anti-Semitism an unprecedent- 
ed impetus and has annihilated the very basis of 
Jewish economic existence. 

For a while—during the nineteenth century— 
Jewish economic life was apparently tending to- 
ward normalization. In its earlier stages the tran- 
sition from feudalism to capitalism even created 
conditions favorable to Jewry. On the one hand 
it raised the dignity of professions relating to 
trade and financial operations which in the past 
were considered especially “Jewish”. And on the 
other hand, owing to capitalism, Jews began to 
enter trades previously open only to non-Jews. 
The barriers between Jewish and non-Jewish oc- 
cupations started to crumble. Differentiations be- 
gan to affect the former more or less homogeneous 
Jewish economic structure. Into the foreground 
emerged upper and middle bourgeois sections of 
the gentile population. There likewise came into 
being a Jewish proletariat (in manufacturing and 
small industry) that organically related to the pro- 
letariat of the surrounding population. Similarly 
appeared considerable numbers of independent 
working elements—artisans and peasants. Finally, 
there also arose a class of liberal professionals. 
Jewish economic society thus reached a stage when 
the type of “luftmenschen” which characterized 
the Jewry of the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries, was about to be completely extinguished. 
The class of innkeepers and feudal factors that 
60-70 years ago had still formed 25-30 percent 
of Polish-Russian Jewry also was on the point 
of disappearing. 

But the World War, which took place largely 
in the area thickly populated by Jews, halted this 
process of normalization. Expulsions by the 
Czarist government uprooted half a million Jews. 
Pogroms shattered and ruined a Jewish popula- 
tion of two million. Russia and Austria, where 
eight million Jews had lived, disintegrated. The 
new small states erected after the war pursued 
a chauvinistic financial and economic policy which 
reduced the Jews to complete poverty. Inflation, 
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that ruined the middle class, affected in particular 
the impoverished Jewish masses who mostly be- 
longed to this class. There developed trusts and 
state-controlled economic organizations to which 
Jews have no access. All these events of the last 
few decades again produced a class of “luftmen- 
schen” which has grown immensely. Hundreds of 
thousands of Jews of the middle class have been 
declassed. Hundreds of thousands of artisans and 
wage workers have been thrown out of employ- 
ment. A considerable part of those belonging 
to liberal professions have lost their livelihood. 
Jewry has been ruined and shaken to its founda- 
tions. Emigration, which before the war saved 
millions of Jews and played a great role in the 
process of Jewish recovery, in the last decade 
almost entirely ceased to funttion as a factor of 
economic adjustment. 

But the most recent years of the crisis have 
proved still more ominous to world Jewry. The 
first harbinger of such calamity is the catastrophe 
of German Jewry. 

Until very recently both social sciences and 
political movements had dealt with two concepts 
only: capitalism and socialism. The middle class 
as an independent social and political factor was 
almost entirely ignored. State and trust control 
of entire branches of economic life which had 
developed at a rapid pace was considered as a 
transitional stage leading to a planned economy. 
The actual trend, however, failed to proceed in 
this, so to speak, normal and straight direction. 
The middle classes (the independent artisans, mer- 
chants and peasants, as well as the professional 
intelligentzia, government employees, and many 
clerks who have fallen under the wheels of big 
business on the one hand and of the labor move- 
ment on the other) not only refused to give up 
their positions, but suddenly with absurd pretenti- 
ousness undertook to reorganize the social system. 
While anti-capitalistically disposed because big 
business ruined them economically and forced them 
into the proletariat, these middcle classes have 
neither socially nor psychologically sufficiently 
identified themselves with the working class to be 
willing to be guided by its political leadership. 
Large parts of these middle classes proved strong 
enough to take the lead of a movement attempting 
to create a mixture of free capitalism and planned 
socialism: i.e., that economic hermaphrodite which 
constitutes the dominating form of the present 
transition period. For what characterizes post- 
war economy is its being neither capitalistic nor 
socialistic; neither individualistic nor collective; 
neither liberal-anarchistic nor consistently planned. 
Both patent and disguised fascist movements as- 
pire to adjust the contradictions of capitalism nei- 
ther by a return to pre-war liberal capitalism, nor 
by the rebuilding of society on planned socialistic 
foundations, but by creating an equilibrium be- 
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tween these two principles. 
methods of this striving for balance is the so-called 
corporate state, which pretends to eliminate class 
struggle, and subdue conflicting interests in pro- 
duction for the benefit of the nation whose welfare 
is held paramount to all groups and individuals. 
In this corporate state the class struggle is re- 
placed by the national struggle for supremacy over 
other peoples. Without actually having abolished 
the conflicts of class interests, fascism thus claims 
in the name of the all-sacred nation to establish 
class harmony, To fascism the state becomes 
the historical guardian of national values, the 
carrier of national power, the most natural form 
of organizing and disciplining the nation. The 
nation and the national state, the biologically- 
pure racial entity and its historical form of polit- 
ical organization are the fundamental forces on 
which fascism builds the future of mankind. 

This movement of the middle classes was made 
possible by factors that we can here merely indi- 
cate: the huge increase in the numbers of the 
liberal professions and clerks; the growth of the 
national aspects of economy at the expense of the 
international influence of capitalism; the indus- 
trialization of agrarian countries which started 
during the war and had developed into wide rami- 
fications during the crisis, etc. We cannot stop to 
criticize fascism or uncover its social contradic- 
tions and political utopias. Neither is this the 
place to prove that historically its downfall is as- 
sured. For our present purposes it is sufficient 
to establish that, whereas the social differentiation 
during the first period of capitalism created con- 
ditions favorable for economic absorption of the 
several classes of Jewry, the fascist national in- 
tegration in the period of capitalistic decay again 
displaces the Jews from the state framework of 
the majority nation, isolates them economically 
and politically from the related social classes, and 
excludes them from the culture of the majority. 

The extremely complicated Jewish economic 
problem can be solved only by a state. The dis- 
organized and scattered Jewish people without a 
state apparatus of its own is impotent adequately 
to cope with its economic difficulties. For the 
governments of those countries where Jewish 
masses are starving — those very governments 
which demand that Jews fulfill their duties as full- 
fledged citizens—not only fail in their duty of 
creating for the Jewish masses new sources of 
subsistence but go out of their way to violate the 
very laws which presumably guarantee Jews ele- 
mentary rights as human beings. 

A few instances will illustrate the general situa- 
tion. In all East European countries, the state 
banks grant substantial aids to the credit, agri- 
cultural, and industrial cooperatives. But the Jew- 
ish cooperative institutions hardly receive any aid 
at all. The minute sums occasionally given them 
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One of the chief are practically negligible when compared with the 


percentage of the Jewish population and with the 
Jewish cooperatives’ place in the general coopera- 
tive movement. All the governments of Eastern 
Europe are fostering an intensification of rural 
economy. They offer peasants cheap long-term 
credits, an accessible literature on rural economy, 
and free agricultural assistance. Jewish peasants 
cannot enjoy these privileges. In all these semi- 
agrarian countries professional schools and courses 
are established, exhibitions are organized in order 
to raise the professional preparation of artisans 
and to cultivate experts for new infant industries. 
But from these institutions the Jews derive no 
benefits: they are either not admitted, or of their 
own accord keep away because of the predom- 
inating anti-Semitism. 

Although the Jews contribute their share to the 
government income together with the rest of the 
population, they are compelled to create with 
their own funds special institutions parallelling 
those of the state. Under the circumstances the 
Jewish masses suffer a double damage; first, Jew- 
ish charity, despite its large scale, cannot compete 
with the state apparatus. Secondly, this widely 
developed and compulsory Jewish charity, which 
is not sufficient to satisfy the constantly growing 
needs of the Jewish masses, becomes a heavy 
financial burden on the shoulders of Jewish society. 

As the misery of the Jewish masses grows in 
scope and intensity and assumes the aspects of 
catastrophe for whole groups and classes, it be- 
comes more evident that the basic economic 
foundations of Jewry have been shattered. The 
enormous and highly important task of rehabilita- 
tion which can be performed only by a state is 
beyond the powers of a Jewish quasi-nation which 
enjoys no means wherewith to enforced legislation 
on its stronger members. Jewry’s stupendous re- 
sponsibilities in regard to both its weak and strong 
members becomes an unendurable yoke. 
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Correspondence 


A Letter from Mr. Lewisohn 
SIR: 

In view of your rather passionate editorial repudiation of 
my article, it would have been gracious—would it not have? 
—to have indicated the fact that you asked me again and 
again to write it, that I hesitated, that I was reluctant, 
not through my prejudice against your paper or your group 
but through my general experience of such matters. I 
would indeed never have sent it to you had I not seemed 
to observe from Mr, Hayim Greenberg's brilliant and ad- 
mirable ‘Notes on Marxism” in your May number that 
here at last was a labor group not sold to a set of shabby 
and silly and ferocious fallacies. 

You must have known in a general way where I stand 
or was likely to stand from a glance at almost any of my 
writings, especially The Permanent Horizon, which is at 
bottom prolegomena to a Jewish Weltanschauung. 

These are minor matters. What grieves me in your 
editorial note is the intransigeant spirit—the inner spirit of 
assimilatory class-hatred, the only half-concealed flaunting 
of that weary old-fashioned stupidity—the stupidity of the 
dafke-epikoros. 

I appreciate with all my heart what the Histadrut has 
accomplished in Eretz Israel. I could not have spoken as 
I did in several passages did I not do so. But I am afraid 
for the future if the guiding spirit is to be not the spirit of 
Gordon (I note your silence on the point of his agreement 
with me!) but that of that most gigantic specimen of the 
spite-psychology of the meshumat, the renegade Jew, which 
Mr. Greenberg seemed to me to have repudiated. . . . 


LUDWIG LEWISOHN. 


(It is due Mr. Lewisohn to state that bis contribution 
“Toward an Ideology’ in our September issue was made 
at our invitation. It must be obvious to a public, which 
deservedly knows his name so well, that Jewish Fron- 
tier is under obligation to him for an opportunity to read 
his opinions and let readers exercise thetr conceptions of 
difference. We appreciate to what extent Mr. Lewisohn has 
awakened assimilated American Jewish youth to the values 
of its ancestral heritage. A distinguished critic himself, Mr. 
Lewisohn will appreciate both the decorum and freedom of 
polemical discusston.—T he Editors.) 


Homage to Mr. Lewisohn 
SIR: 

I should like to express how much I owe to Ludwig Lewi- 
sohn for an awakening to Jewish essential ideas. 1 confess 
that when you accuse him of being basically anti-Zionist, you 
succeed only in being obscurantist yourselves. When you de- 
plore his warning against alien contamination, can you mean 
that you favor some form of assimilation? Or does Ludwig 
Lewisohn, the author of “Expression in America,” and the 
translator of Hauptmann, strike you as an advocate of in- 
sularity? When you sneer at his conception of Geist, must 
you read into it an attack on labor humanitarianism? When 
you reject his high-minded appeal to nonpartisan unity, do 
you really think you rise to the occasion merely by listing a 
few contemporary party names? 

You speak about a Labor Zionist point of view. Very 
well, Mr. Lewisohn speaks about “our special attitude to 
man and earth and God.” I don’t happen to see the com- 
petition. Like Julien Benda he offers you, as it were, a 
thesis on the treason of the intellectuals (“all the pagans 
who sit in the seats of the mighty, etc.”) and you promptly 
assume him to be talking politics, which is all you want 
to hear. 

SENDER DAVIDSON. 


Pas be-Melach tochal? 
SIR: 


One can understand Lewisohn’s intense hatred of vio- 
lence; one can appreciate his fear that there are brutalizing 
factors in the proletarian revolution—but it is hard, for one 
at least, to undestand how a man who has so fine a nose 
for the subtle poisons of tyranny and corruption can accept 
the barbarous inequalities of Capitalism. It is this blind 
spot that accounts for the inconsistencies and mystical eva- 
sions of his article in your September number—for the dis- 
tinction between poor people and proletarians for instance. 
We have no proletarians, says Lewisohn. Our poor men 
are dreamers and s and saints. They have none of 
that hated for culture and intellect which moves the prole- 
tarized Marxians. Bolognie! “If there is class-conflict in 
Eretz-Yisrael as such and consciously and as distinguished 
from conflicting human interests to be reconciled according 
to a strictly Jewish fashion—then insofar forth—-Eretz Yisrael 
is being turned into another Galut in which we operate with 
alien values upon alien terms”. I suppose if we got behind 
Mr. Lewisohn’s pretty rhetorical fences, we would find him 
saying—it is quite all right for a Jewish worker to suggest 
to his Jewish boss that since they are both God’s Children— 
Kol Yisraelim haverim—and the present wages do not per- 
mit him, the worker, to fulfill the command to multiply and 
fructify—why how about a little raise? Then, the boss 
could say, No, poverty is good for the soul, Pas be-Melach 
tochal, or in an expansive mood he might gather himself a 
Mizvah and throw his worker-brother a zuz or two. But 
now if a group of workers should organize into a union 
and send a sn, Solo to demand a decent livelihood from 
the bosses and threaten a strike if the demands are not 
honored—why that is alien, subversive and un-Jewish. It 
is this same blind spot that makes me chary of such formu- 
lae as “the normalization of the Jewish people according to 
the re-created norm inherent in its own being.” 

What offends me most in this “ideology” is the way 
Lewisohn uses A. D. Gordon as a stick to beat the Marx- 
ians. I believe that Lewisohn perverts the spirit of Gordon. 
Gordon did not say that because one had to — one- 
self through honest labor, one need not care about the 
economic order in which the labor takes place. If Mr. 
Lewisohn does not understand that work in freedom may 
be beautiful while the same work under wage slavery is 
demeaning—he can teach me mighty little. He pipes a tune 
that sounds too much like the “‘pie in the sky’ theme. 


A RABBINICAL VOICE. 


Logic of Culture 


SIR: 

Mr. Ludwig Lewisohn may be working toward an ide- 
ology but he is certainly lost in its theoretical underbrush. 
It is hardly a rash statement to say that A. D. Gordon was 
influenced by sources not Jewish. Gordon did not live in 
a Jewish vacuum. He lived in Tolstoyan Russia and was 
greatly influenced by that writer's glorification of manual 
labor. 

Mr. Lewisohn villifies and nullifies all the struggles and 
achievements of the proletariat. The abolition of all vicious 
forms of economic exploitation he considers brutal. 

He is so apprehensive lest we remain in a spiritual 
“galut” that he is ready to confine us to a spiritual “ghetto, 
where we would be uncontaminated by anything alien. Mr. 
Lewisohn is laboring under romantic misconceptions of cul- 
ture which, if logically pursued, would lead to a position 


similar to that of the Nazis. 
JACOB SHOSHUK. 
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Proletarians Vs. Paupers 
SIR: 

If the aim of Zionism were primarily to found a society 
to embody our Jewish uniqueness, as Mr. Lewisohn has it 
in your September issue, we have done all that already, and 
can do it better under pressure, in the ghetto. 1 submit 
that the first practical aim of Zionism is to normalize the 
condition of the Jewish pan at least to the level of other 
peoples. And we should consider ourselves less than fortu- 
nate should our uniqueness among Western peoples differ 
more from “all of them than each of them differ from 
the other.” Only Dr. Freud himself would then be of use 
to us. 

Ludwig Lewisohn’s proposition that Geist is synonymous 
with the Jewish people leaves nothing to be done except to 
hope devoutly. If Mr, Lewisohn believes “that the destruc- 
tion of the body is the same as of the soul,” then he ought 
to be charitable to the fundamental purpose animating the 
people from the Baltic to the Black Sea. For insofar as 
that purpose is dedicated to the reconstruction of “belly- 
needs” it should also prove to be Geist (i.e. body-soul.) 
We think that Judaism particularly says no less. Mr. Lew- 
isohn’s beaten Polish Jew, if beaten enough, is not likely 
to be a good model of Jewish values for goyim rebelling 
“against Geist’. He lays claims to a Jewish norm and says 
we have no proletarians. If thousands of Jewish prole- 
tarians would be surprised at being thus summarily dis- 
missed, their erasure from the Jewish scheme occurs only 
because Mr. Lewisohn chooses to confuce the term prole- 
tarian with some abstraction for anti-geist. His contrast 
between a machine-made, ball-toting American Jew and a 
Polish pauper, if dramatic, is not to the point. Contrast 
with that same Polish — the worker of the Histadrut, 
or of the Amalgamated and the International, and the term 
proletariat assumes meaning, Marxism or no. Mr. Lewisohn 
may create a private vocabulary and call pinochle-playing 
Mortimers proletarians, but he speaks to himself alone. 

_ His assertion that the Jewish people alone are classless, 
is meaningless, Nachman Syrkin put it very plainly: ‘The 
fundamental general cause of Jewish oppression is that of 
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all human oppression. It springs from the unequal distri- 
bution of political and economic privileges inherent in the 
class character of modern society.” It is enough if Mr. 
Lewisohn admits the contributing class-struggle character of 
the society which we inhabit. If we are “classless” it is only 
in the sense that our middle class, intelligentzia and work- 
ing class all suffer for being also Jewish. To put it vulgarly, 
we are all in the same boat, Further, I maintain that col- 
onization in Palestine is going to be ultimately impossible 
without transformation of our social status into a produc- 
tive labor and agricultural people. This process entails pro- 
letarian associations, but Mr. Lewisohn creates an atmo- 
sphere in which concepts like shop, trade union, strike, to 
say nothing about historic movements and revolutionary 
crises, seem never to have existed in western civilization ex- 
cept as Freudian rationalizations of paganism. 
DAVID NOVAK. 


Champion of Zionism 
SIRS: 


I wish to register my amazement at the shabby treatment 
accorded to Mr. Ludwig Lewisohn in the pages of your 
magazine. Your attack on him in the introduction of his 
article “Towards an Ideology,” was entirely unwarranted 
from the contents and was extremely bad taste. Even if 
you disagree with Mr. Lewisohn’s point of view, you must 
bear in mind that he is the foremost defender of Zionist 
causes in America liberalism, which attacks us all too fre- 
quently. He is the only writer in American letters who 
has actively associated himself with the Zionist movement. 
These reasons, if nothing else, should entitle Mr. Lewisohn 
to more courtesy than he has received at your hands. 

It so happens however, that Mr, Lewisohn’s article ex- 
presses the point of view of large sections of intelligent 
Zionists and you cannot change this point of view by 
sneering. 

PAUL SAFRO, PRESIDENT 
East Side Chapter 
Masada, Youth Zionist Organization 


LABOR IN AMERICA 


SHIPYARD STRIKE © TEACHERS' UNION @ LABOR PARTY 


AN important event which received comparatively slisht 
notice in the press was the victory on August 29, after 
a 16 weeks’ strike, of the 4000 Camden shipyard strikers. 
The victory of the Industrial Union of Marine and Ship- 
building Workers, not yet a part of the A. F. of L.,, 
under the leadership of young Socialists, is unique. The 
shipyard is controlled by United States steel interests. In 
its heyday the N. R. A. was unable to make the steel indus- 
try recognize true collective bargaining. Now, after the 
death of the New Deal for labor, this union has wrung an 
award from President Roosevelt himself which specifically 
stipulates a collective agreement. While it is true that the 
government as chief client of the firm is in a strategic posi- 
tion to dictate terms, it must be remembered that in a 
similar case, that of the Colt firearms strike, the involved 
bureaucratic workings of the N. R. A. helped to defeat the 


strike. 


As the A. F. of L. convention draws near, there are indi- 
cations of a vigorous fight on many issues. The first is 


®@ by Elsie Gliick 


that of industrial unionism, The second that of the rights 
of international unions in relation to the A. F. of L. The 
third is that of communist elements. And finally there is 
the issue of the labor party. It will be remembered that 
the 1934 convention went on record for industrial unionism 
in the mass production industries, Nevertheless, craft juris- 
dictional difficulties persisted in these industries. Only a 
few days ago in granting a charter for an international union 
to the federal locals in the rubber industry, certain restric- 
tions were set on the inclusion of skilled craftsmen. Even 
more hotly contested will be the issue of the Brewery Work- 
ers, who for decades have included teamsters and chauffeurs 
in their union, The craft union has now claimed these 
men and a bitter fight will ensue on this issue. With the 
inclusion of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers in the 
A. F. of L., industrial unionism will now have new cham- 
pions in addition to the mine, textile and the women’s 
clothing workers. 

The second issue, that of the rights of international 
unions, will come up both in newly-formed international 
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unions and in some of the older organizations. The newly 
created union in the automobile industry had its chief officer 
appointed by the Federation instead of elected by the con- 
vention. 


To complicate the issue there comes now the problem 
which has arisen in the teachers’ union, a problem closely 
connected with the third issue — that of rooting out 
communist elements in the trade unions. Last winter, the 
American Communist Party, adopted a “new line’’ or rather 
returned to an old one. Instead of encouraging and main- 
taining its separate unions—as it did after 1927 when it 
was believed that “‘reformist’’ trade unionism was dying— 
the Communist Party ordered these affiliated unions, which 
were practically non-existent except in the needle trades to 
re-enter the ranks of A. F. of L. The International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union reabsorbed this membership as 
individuals, Subsequently, the ‘“‘Stalinists’” in the dress- 
makers’ local in New York City, entered a line-up with 
extreme rights in an unsuccessful attempt to defeat the 
present “progressive” administration. In the Fur Workers’ 
Union, a slate of the Stalinists was elected. The A. F. 
of L. subsequently issued an order to all unions to “clean 
out’” communists. 


To this order, the Teachers’ Union, Local 5 in New 
York City, which has suffered a great deal from disruptive 
factionalism of the communists, answered in the negative. 
Now however, the problem rears its head in a new form. 
The merits of the Linville-Lefkowitz administration fight 
with other elements in the New York teachers’ union and 
in the national organization, the American Federation of 
Teachers, has been aired in the press at some length. Since 
the national organization refused the request of the New 
York administration to revoke the charter of Local 5, the 
officers of the local have resigned, preliminary to an appeal 
to the A. F. of L. convention to repeal the charter, not 
only of Local 5, but of the entire American Federation of 
Teachers. It is a most unfortunate and complex situation. 
Drs. Linville and Lefkowitz have had an enviable record 
of labor progressivism. Yet the action of the adminis- 
tration seems to invite into the internal affairs of the union 
those very forces of conservatism against which these two 
men have led a valiant struggle for many years. At a mass 
meeting of a “Save the Union” group held on Friday, 
September 13th, several prominent members who had al- 
ways voted for the administration, stressed the ability and 
the willingness of the union to settle its internal affairs. 
Certainly, when an international union which has been 
“progressive” is put in the position of claiming defeat in 
dealing with its internal problems, it is a blow to progres- 
sivism within labor ranks, 


These three instances plus many others will raise in 
acute form the problem of the relation of international 
unions, particularly of progressive trends, within the A. F. 
of L. 


Finally there is the issue of a labor party. In the Sep- 
tember Jewish Frontier mention was made of the predic- 
tion by a responsible state official on the formation of a 
labor party. But in New York from which this ema- 
nated, the labor party issues was voted down in the con- 
vention of the State Federation of Labor. In Connecticut, 
especially in Hartford after the ignominious Colt Firearms 
case, there was much talk of a labor party. But the State 
Federation has postponed action by a referendum. In only 
two states, Wisconsin and Oregon, does there seem a more 
favorable trend. 

The issue of the labor party has now been beclouded by 
the “new line” of the recent meeting of the Communist 
International. Communist espousal of a labor party has 
led to a new “red” scare in labor circles. That there is 





23 





room for doubt about the activities of the Stalinists is un- 
deniable. Their activities in the I.L.G.W.U. and other 
unions seem to indicate that the conciliatory tone is mainly 
intended for the middle class. By contrast, in the Sacra- 
mento criminal syndicalism cases involving seven Stalinists 
among the eight convicted, the Communist Party has not 
only refused to cooperate with non-party elements but has 
almost completely neglected to bring this important issue 
forward in its press.* The United Front in France, has 
weakened the resistance to militaristic nationalism and 
budget-cutting at the expense of workers, because of the 
Franco-Soviet pact. In America it would undoubtedly 
merely add confusion and chaos, especially considering the 
struggle within the Socialist Party and the unscrupulous 
tactics of the Stalinists in the trade union field. 

Nevertheless, a trade union, “plague on both your 
houses” attitude toward the two political parties or a labor 
party, is not in itself an answer to the new crisis con- 
fronting labor. The death of Huey Long has not removed 
the menace of fascist action in several states where police 
brutality and the introduction of gag laws on labor have 
proceeded apace. The attitude of the federal government 
in the recent strikes of workers on relief projects, the 
shaky constitutionality and even shakier workebility of the 
Guffey Coal and the Wagner-Lewis industrial disputes bill, 
the announcement of a “breathing spell for business” all 
indicate a return to Hoover “normalcy”. Slight gains in 
employment largely due to relief projects, a slight better- 
ment over 1933 of labor’s share in the national income, a 
social security bill which will not begin to affect workers 
_— few more years will hardly be enough to keep labor 
in line, 


ieee ugly and dangerous attitude of the local police and 
government in labor disputes, which has now come to 
be the rule rather than the exception, was demonstrated at 
its worst in the killing of two workers in Minneapolis 
(which has a Farmer-Labor mayor and is in a state with a 
Farmer-Labor governor) and in the wholesale arrests in 
Terre Haute, Debs’ home town. The talk of a mines’ 
strike is still in the air. In the midst of all this gloom, both 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers’ Union and the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union have fought vig- 
orously and in the main have kept the gains of 1933-34. 
They have had to penetrate areas of racial prejudice in the 
south and anti-radicalism in the far west. The I.L.G.W.U. 
has found the energy and the funds to rebuild its educa- 
tional system which was the pioneer in workers’ education 
under trade wnion auspices, This has been extended on a 
national scope, and the new membership and student body 
now includes not only Jewish immigrant, but Spanish and 
other foreign groups, the American-born white and Negro 
workers. The I.L.G.W.U. played an important role in the 
conference of one hundred unions in New York City who 
pledged themselves to work for full Negro rights in the 
A. F. of L. In the Dressmakers’ Local 22 much attention 
is now being given in the classes to the Jewish question 
from the Marxian point of view. In revolutionary circles, 
the Jewish question is in fact equalling in importance the 
discussion of the Negro question. It is hoped that some- 
what sounder proposals will emerge than those embodied 
in the Stalinist proposal for an American Negro Republic. 
The progressiveness of the Jewish and Italian leadership in 
the garment unions is now no longer an isolated phenome- 
non in American trade unionism. Throughout the country 
there are signs of an awakening and a determination, the 
results of which are not yet recognized among old-line 
conservatives in the labor movement. 





*For a full discussion, see the pamphlet “Union Smashing in Sacra- 
mento” issued by the National Sacramento Appeal Committee. 



















THE Jewish people is living through terri- 

ble times. Physical annihilation and economic 
ruin menace the Jewish population of many lands. 
The security of their existence is threatened 
throughout the whole world, and this danger is 
accentuated by the great political, economic, so- 
cial and moral crisis. 

















THREE TASKS 


Today the Zionist movement is called upon to 
accomplish three tasks: to accelerate the rate of 
progress and raise the standard in reconstruct- 
ing Palestine; to mobilize the maximum political 
powers of the Jewish people; to defend and reen- 
force our historical rights and our rising position 
in Eretz Israel; and finally, to organize and unify 
the entire Jewish people in the Zionist organiza- 
tion. 

We are living through a severe world-crisis 
which has not been paralleled since the French 
Revolution. The frightful economic crisis, the 
impoverization of the middle classes, the wide- 
spread unemployment of millions, the erection of 
tariff barriers between nations, the aggravated 
political crisis, race hatred and mistrust, the threat 
of a new World War, the social crisis, the height- 
ened class struggle and in particular the difficult 
and dangerous moral crisis which is especially 
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® David Ben-Gurion 


severe in those countries where the majority of 
the Jewish people live; the denial of all basic 
moral conceptions recognized time out of mind 
by civilized humanity; the overthrow of intellec- 
tual and religious freedom, the deprivation of all 
human rights, the terrorization of political en- 
emies, the education of youth to deeds of violence 
and brutality, the glorification of political mur- 
der and murderers as they exist today in the great 
“civilized”’ countries in which two-thirds of the 
Jewish people live — all this, combined with the 
rootlessness and impotence of the Jewish masses 
in their exile, challenges the very existence of the 
Jewish people with an intensity unequalled in all 
Jewish history. 

What is today happening to the Jewish people 
evokes the times of the Haidamaken, the Spanish 
Inquisition, and the Crusades. But there is a 
great difference between those times and ours: for 
then there was no such thing as Zionism. In all 
its exile, the Jewish people cherished the faith, 
the hope, the dream of their eventual deliverance. 
But it was a remote, mystic, metaphysical, re- 
ligious dream, which had little to do with the 
actual life of the people. It was beyond time and 
space, and was not a force which hastened deliver- 
ance, but a great, an enormously great moral 
factor which held together the Jews in their ex- 
ile. If it had not been for this faith, it is ques- 
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tionable whether the Jewish people could have 
maintained its identity and existence in exile. Yet 
this dream did not obligate them to a course of 
action. It had no relation to the time, to the in- 
ward and outward conditions of its life. Zionism 
has changed this. 


ZIONISM A NEW PHENOMENON IN 
JEWISH HISTORY 


Without this deep mystic faith there would have 
been no Zionism. But Zionism is more than this 
faith, which made no demands and had nothing in 
common with reality, either as regards the Jewish 
people or the rest of humanity. What was new 
about Zionism was that it dared to demand — 
and it required great boldness to say this to the 
Jewish people — that the old mystic dream must 
be realized in our age through realistic rational 
methods. This was a daring thing. It was a risk, 
a danger both in thought and in action. 

Thanks to their faith, the Jews had maintained 
themselves as a people, and in spite of every- 
thing that happened to them, they clung to their 
faith in the deliverance which must one day come. 
But when this deliverance broke through the 
mystic realms and entered the sphere of 
realization, they exposed themselves to a great 
danger and took on themselves a terrific obliga- 
tion and responsibility. Not without reason do 
two great divisions of the Jewish people even to- 
day oppose Zionism. ‘The greater of these di- 
visions consists of those religious Jews who still 
believe in the deliverance. They felt that Zion- 
ism would endanger a precious heritage of the 
Jewish people. 

The second division were the half-assimilated 
Jews, who saw in Zionism a menace to our ex- 
istence in exile. They believed that Zionism, inas- 
much as it united the Jewish people politically 
and actually with Eretz Israel, would undermine 
our civil rights in the countries of our adoption. 


YET ZIONISM DARED IT 

Yet in daring, Zionism took upon itself a great 
responsibility. And only he who believes pro- 
foundly in the realization. of Zionism, who has 
an iron will toward its realization, who gives him- 
self without stint to this realization, who gives 
all that he has and all that he is in the service 
of this realization, only he has the right to call 
himself by that great name: Zionist. (Vigorous 
applause). 

What I now want to consider are not so much 
the problems as 

The Difficulties in the Realization of Zionism 

The Zionist movement not only dared to utter 
the old dream of deliverance and to make it come 
true. Zionism also created—and this accounts for 
its substantiality—three instruments for its reali- 
zation, with whose help the work of Jewish 
deliverance is to be carried on. 
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The first instrument is national organization 
and national discipline; the second, political ac- 
tion and the demand for an open international 
recognition; the third, the reconstruction of the 
country by means of Jewish immigration and col- 
onization in Eretz Israel. And in the light of 
the times in which we live, in the light of the 
conditions surrounding the Jewish people, in the 
light of the social and political relationships of 
humanity, we must now clearly understand the 
tasks and the opportunities of these three instru- 
ments created by Zionism. We must clarify to 
ourselves what is our task for the moment and 
what is our task for this generation; what is the 
work of the hour and what is the work of the 
generation; what we are called upon to accom- 
plish at the present moment And what we must 
perform in the course of a generation. 

It is easy to set for ourselves great and far- 
reaching aims. It is easy to make great promises 
to our unfortunate people. But there is no greater 
crime than to play lightly with our responsibility 
to the Jewish people and to the entire Jewish 
history. When we undertake a great aim, we 
must at the same time — and perhaps even be- 
fore — consider whether what we do today — 
whether the forces and the actions are of such 
scope, such intensity, such pathos, such will, such 
earnestness as to warrant the greatness of our 
task and the magnitude of our hopes. We must 
ask ourselves not only what is to be done today, 
but also what is to be done in this generation. For 
we must have a compass by which to steer. 

No one of us can at this moment foresee what 
will happen in the course of a generation. Zionism 
does not mean the partial deliverance of the Jew- 
ish people, or the deliverance of a part of the 
Jewish people, but the complete deliverance of the 
entire Jewish people. (Applause). The whole 
task of Zionism is perhaps a matter of genera- 
tions, and to none of us is it given to penetrate the 
mist of future ages. What statesman or thinker 
could twenty-five years ago have predicted how 
the world would appear socially and politically 
in 1935? And who of us can say what the world 
will be like in 1950? 

Our cause depends upon what happens in the 
world at large. I will only sketch a great, terrible, 
tragic event which is related to the changes that 
have taken place in the last 25 years. Woe to Zion- 
ism, woe to the Jewish people, if we do not draw 
all necessary conclusions from this tragic hap- 
pening. 


THE GREAT RUSSIAN JEWRY 


Twenty-five years ago, the great Russian Jew- 
ry stood politically and organizationally at the 
peak of world Jewry. It was the fountain-head 
of the Renaissance movement, of Hebrew liter- 


ature, of the Haskalah, of Hibath Zion, of the 
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Jewish labor movement. But now Russian Jewry 
is lopped off from the body of the Jewish people. 
The great period of the Balfour declaration and 
the realization of Zionism arrived but it bore no 
fruit for this large branch of the Jewish people. 
This loss is great and tragic. Yet the separation 
of Russian Jewry will not, we hope, last forever. 
They will return to us as a free, more organic 
and creative part of the people. (Applause). 

But even if none of us can prophesy what wilt 
happen in the course of a generation, yet each 
of us must have not only a vision, but a firm cre- 
ative will directed toward what our generation 
should achieve in the next twenty-five or thirty 
years in the great work of deliverance. And I 
believe that 

The great task of our generation, the goal for 

this generation’s work, is to enable a million 

Jewish families to take root in Eretz Israel, to 

create a million economic units among the 

Jewish people in Eretz Israel. 

Nothing is easier than to express so great an 
aim—yet if we lack the courage and the strength 
to accomplish this partial but decisive purpose of 
Zionism in spite of all the frightful difficulties, 
all this great talk is nothing more than pretty 
phrases. 

What are the hypothetical requirements for a 
million Jewish families in Eretz Israel? When 
transplanting Jews to Eretz Israel, we shall not 
transplant them to an empty place. The first hy- 
pothesis which we must accept profoundly in our 
consciousness is this: our gigantic undertaking 
means that we must not take away the places 
of those who have already settled in Eretz Israel, 
that we must not take from them their economic 
adjustment, their possibilities for work, existence, 
and development. We must rather create new 
settlements, new economic possibilities, new work. 
Then the accomplishment of this work will be pos- 
sible for our generation. 

Not to take from others but to create anew— 

that is the first pre-supposition for the realiza- 

tion of Zionism. 
and that is what we are doing today in Eretz Is- 
rael. 

The second condition for the transplantation 
of a million families into Eretz Israel is this: Let 
us assume that we had a million Jewish families 
who would immediately go to Palestine — per- 
haps today, even more than that number are 
ready—-; let us assume that a miracle might hap- 
pen, that the gates of Eretz Israel were opened 
wide and that we had enough ships to carry a 
million people. Assuming all this, there are not 
today the million Jews who can live and subsist in 
Eretz Israel. It does not matter from what part 
of Jewry you might draw this million — from 
Poland, Russia, Austria — they could not sub- 
sist in Eretz Israel. For in Eretz Israel a mil- 
lion Jewish merchants, teachers, lawyers, doctors, 
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and writers cannot and will not subsist. 
condition for a Jewish mass settlement is that no 
new Galut, no new ghetto be created in Eretz 
Israel. This means that the preponderant major- 
ity of these million people must be, not lawyers, 
journalists, teachers, writers and merchants, but 
must embrace a life of manual labor. 


We need a great multitude of Jewish farmers, 
Jewish workers and Jewish artisans in Eretz 
Israel, then we shall have a great Jewish popu- 
lation in Eretz Israel. (Applause) 


This is no easy task. It calls for a fundamental 
alteration of the basic mode of life of the Jewish 
people; it demands a powerful Hachshara-work, 
the development and realignment of large masses 
of Jewish people. If.we believe that Zionism 
is not a sentiment and not a museum piece, but the 
tremendous business of rescuing the masses of the 
Jewish people, we must prepare the people for this 
enormous change which has to take place in their 
lives in order that Zionism may be brought to 
pass. 

But it is not enough, simply to embrace a life 
of labor in city and country. In order that the 
Jewish people in Eretz Israel may lead a normal, 
healthy life, 

At least a third of the Jewish people in Eretz 

Israel must live on the land. 

That is perhaps the crucial difficulty in the diffi- 
cult task of working out Zionism. Zionism and 
the Jewish people must stand upon the soil. If 
not, Zionism and the Jewish people both will fall. 

In order to have in Eretz Israel a million Jew- 
ish families, of whom at least a third be on 
the land, we must settle at least 300,000 or 325,- 
000 families on the soil in that half of the country 
where we have until now concentrated our work. 
We are confronted with the fateful question as 
to whether this is possible or not. The answer 
is not simple. It may be affirmative and it may 
be negative. It will be negative if we consider 
the land in Eretz Israel as it is today. It will be 
affirmative if the land can be changed through 
the maximum efforts of the Jewish people. 

The western part of Palestine, where we want 
to settle at least one third of the Jewish Yishuv 
on the soil, embraces a level plain of from 25 to 
26 million metric dunam. Approximately 25 to 
28 per cent of this soil is being worked. From 
two different points of view, the land can be 
divided into three parts. From the point of view 
of ownership, it consists of privately owned land; 
Government land; and unpossessed land. The 
government land includes a small percentage of 


‘the entire acreage of Eretz Israel. A large part 


of the government territory has already been dis- 
tributed, for the most part in an unjust and un- 
economic manner. But the percentage of the 
total area of government land is very small in re- 
lation to the total area of the west part of Pal- 
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estine. The greater part of the land is in the 
hands of private owners, either individuals or col- 
lectives. Finally, there are big areas of unoc- 
cupied land. 

From another yet more cogent viewpoint, the 
area of Palestine may be divided into three parts: 
cultivated land; uncultivated land which however 
can be cultivated; and uncultivable land. No one 
yet knows the exact proportions of these three 
divisions. From the official report of the gov- 
ernment to the Mandates Commission we learn 
that the government believes that of the 13 mil- 
lion dunam in Palestine (exclusive of the plain 
of Beer-Schewa) about one half is under cultiva- 
tion and the other half is uncultivable. 

This official classification of the government, 
however, sounds like the government estimate on 
unemployment in Eretz Israel. They are very sin- 
gular estimates. It will be remembered that, at a 
time when it was difficult to secure either Jewish 
or Arab labor in Eretz Israel, the government in 
its report spoke of a total of 40,000 unemployed. 
Among the unemployed were included all the hus- 
bandmen whose work in the fields was ended and 
who during the dead season sat at home or on 
their dung-heaps and talked politics. Similarly the 
concept of cultivable land, is given a remarkable 
twist by the government: According to its notions 
land now handled with the present financial means 
and primitive methods of work of the Arabian 
fellaheen is to be classified as not cultivable. Ob- 
viously when such antiquated means and methods 
are employed, only a small portion of Eretz Israel 
can be cultivated. In the terms of this definition, 
the plain of Huleh is regarded as uncultivable 
land, whereas in reality it belongs to the richest 
and most fruitful land in Palestine. 

THE LAND QUESTION 

In Palestine, we have before us, not only the 
problem of the economic or economic-juridical act 
of acquiring territory. This alone will not solve 
the land question in Eretz Israel. We are con- 
fronted by a great historic-cultural task in rela- 
tion to the land question. Above all we must 
make fruitful the neglected areas of Palestine 
which in the course of centuries were considered 
uncultivable and open that land to husbandry for 
the present population of Eretz Israel. 

A second task is to increase the fertility and 
productivity of the soil which is already being 
worked. And here is the principal achievement 
of the Jews in Palestine: that we not only bought 
land, but we created new land and transformed 
unfruitful into fruitful land. This was hitherto 
the great cultural and Zionist meaning of our 
work, and therein lies the great task of our future 
work. 

The process of increasing fruitfulness and in- 
tensifying the culture of the land in Eretz Israel, 
which must go hand-in-hand with the process of 
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permanent and increasing acquisition of land, de- 
pends on two things. The first is 
Water 

It is no exaggeration to say that the fate of the 
Jewish people in Eretz Israel depends on the 
water question. Thereon depends the extent of 
our agricultural colonization; thereon depends 
how many sections which are thinly settled and 
cultivated in a primitive manner we can make 
available for intensive colonization. There are 
millions of dunam which are uninhabited and un- 
cultivated, but which were at one time very rich 
domains, as the ruined cities found there can 
testify. In that territory, there is room for a 
great Jewish mass colonizatioa. 

The second point is scientific knowledge. For 
the realization of Zionism, we must create 

A New Jewish Science 

a knowledge which concerns itself not only with 
medieval literature, but one which can measure 
every drop of rain so that none of it be lost; 
which can find all the running water in the coun- 
try so that it can be conserved to enrich and fruc- 
tify the soil. This knowledge must penetrate 
deep. into the earth and discover where there are 
rivers and lakes, as they are found in certain parts 
of the country, and as they doubtless exist in other 
parts. This knowledge must raise our agriculture 
to the highest plane, both as to technical skill and 
quality. 

We cannot overcome the terrific difficulties 
which confront us if, as Lilienblum desired, we 
create a new type of Russian moujik, a moujik 
who “Legt Tfillin”. We shall not solve the tre- 
mendous economic problem in this wise. If we 
have a low standard of living and a primitive way 
of life, it will be impossible for us to compete 
with our neighbors. We cannot compete with 
them by means of low wage standards, a low con- 
sumption level, a low standard of living. We 
must compete by means of the highest quality, the 
best organization, the newest scientific methods. 

An example of this is Denmark, a country 
which had a wretched farmer class and which 
through organization, through science and co- 
operation, became one of the richest countries in 
the world. Zionism must issue a call for all its 
Einsteins throughout the world, the great and the 
small, who have enriched foreign countries for 
many years, in order that they may direct all 
their knowledge and their abilities toward the ef- 
fectuation of Zionism and the reconstruction of 
Eretz Israel. 

Of the other factors which makes possible a 
colonization of a million families, industry, trade 
and transport offer far fewer difficulties than the 
decisive factor of agricultural economy. I will 
here only touch upon a subject which is of excep- 
tional importance to the future of Eretz Israel, 
and without which mass-colonization by Jews in 
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Eretz Israel is inconceivable, for it plays a tre- 
mendous role in the reconstruction of the country. 
It is 
The Sea 

Palestine touches on two seas: the Mediter- 
ranean and the Red. Both are very important 
politically and economically. Today, when we 
are far from having a million Jewish families on 
the land, and number only 350,000, the sea as- 
sumes a momentous place in the economic life of 
the country. Thousands of families now get their 
living from transportation and navigation. Al- 
ready there is a large and steadily increasing 
marine traffic, one of the greatest on the Med- 
iterranean, brought about through the Jewish im- 
migration, Jewish tourist trade, import and ex- 
port. But this whole marine traffic is carried on 
almost completely without Jews! This does not 
speak well for the movement as a whole, for the 
initiative of the people and for their sense of re- 
sponsibility. It is also a great political danger. 
Eretz Israel has two frontiers. One is the wilder- 
ness on the east, the other the sea on the west. 
This sea cannot form the boundary. We must 
extend and widen the Jewish Eretz Israel. We 
must have Jewish ships with Jewish captains, 
Jewish sailors and Jewish workers, and so restore 
our connection with the great Jewish centers and 
the culture-centers of the whole world. We are 
returning to the East, but not without our Western 
European culture, and 

we cannot and will not separate ourselves 


from the great centers of culture, science and 
human progress. 


The sea offers new possibilities for work and 
existence to thousands and tens of thousands of 
families. It means, too, a great political and 
strategic support for the Jewish people in Eretz 
Israel. 

The other sea is the Red Sea. The borders 


of Palestine do not extend from Dan to Beer- 


-sheba, but from at least 250 kilometers 


farther south. The Red Sea has played a great 
part in Jewish history. During Solomon’s time the 
first effort to create a Jewish fleet was made, but 
not with Jewish personnel. We must not let our- 
selves be dominated by present-day conditions, but 
must hold to the historic line. Our economic struc- 
ture, husbandry as well as industry, which is prin- 
cipally based on the home market in Eretz Israel, 
must seek a connection with the great hinterland 
of Palestine, with Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Persia, per- 
haps even with India. We must be independent 
of the artificial route of the Suez Canal. We must 
find our own way toward all the Asiatic countries. 


But in order to fulfill our gigantic economic and 
cultural tasks, to change the habits of the people 
and the character of the land, to intensify agri- 
culture, to create new industries, and to settle the 
first million of Jewish families in Palestine, we 
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must have gigantic financial means. Allowing 
only £250 for a family, one can calculate the 
amount necessary to bring the vast work to its 
completion. 


We Require Immense National Capital 

I will define briefly what I mean by that state- 
ment. National capital in the more restricted 
sense is that which is owned by the people, the 
national Kibutz, and which is available for the 
national task. In a wider sense, the national cap- 
ital consists of all capital in Eretz Israel, whether 
national or private, Jewish or non-Jewish, which 
employs Jewish workers. The reconstruction de- 
mands gigantic means, and we cannot be content 
with national capital in the narrower sense. We 
must have capital in every sense. But in order 
that private capital may serve the national aims 
which we are working out, we must have as a 
driving force a national capital which is collec- 
tively possessed by the entire people. This na- 
tional capital, in the narrower sense, which is in 
possession of the Keren Kayemeth, the Keren 
Hayesod and the Bank, amounts at the present 
time to more than eight million pounds. 

If we take seriously the great tasks which are 
laid upon us, we cannot manage with limited re- 
sources. We must use the national capital (in 
the narrower sense) as a lever to mobilize new 
capital and to place at our service great financial 
means. That this is possible, the experience of 
the last two years proves. 

The solution of our great problem is impos- 

sible without real and honorable cooperation 

with the mandate power. 

Zionism has a task which has never yet de- 
volved on any national movement. We must 
bring a miracle to pass. The aim of Zionism is 
the organization of a state, but there is no ex- 
ample in history of building a state without a 
political instrument. It is the first time that a 
people has had to build a state without political 
means. The great creator of political Zionism 
discovered the only possible means of escaping 
this charmed circle. He created the Zionist 
organization, a voluntary and disciplined force 
for constructing a state by means of the Jew- 
ish people. But we do not work in a vacuum, 
or in an international void. It is critically im- 
portant that Zionism should work in coopera- 
tion with the Mandate Power in a permanent 
close relationship. We must make clear once for 
all to the Zionist movement and to the Jewish 
people that there are international factors over 
which we have no control, and that we therefore 
need an intimate relationship with the British 
Government and the English people. Every ir- 
responsible move toward undermining the politi- 
cal cooperation of the Government is treachery 
toward the Jewish people’s struggle for deliver- 


ance. 
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But the conception of cooperation is twofold. 
Cooperation means the working together of two 
partners, The word is robbed of its meaning if 
the partner does not cooperate honorably and in 
good faith with the Jewish people in the recon- 
struction of Palestine. Cooperation means work- 
ing together loyally, effectively and worthily, not 
depending only upon the Balfour declaration and 
the Mandate. For these documents can be vari- 
ously interpreted, and unfortunately, the decisive 
interpreters are not we, but the other party. Our 
policy of cooperation appeals not only to these 
documents, but also to dynamic factors and dy- 
namic interests which are developing in and 
around Eretz Israel. 

Eretz Israel is not only a great factor in Jew- 

ish life but is also coming to have great signi- 

ficance throughout the whole world. 

It is becoming one of the media of international 
commerce. The dynamics of our cooperation de- 
pend upon this growing importance of Eretz Is- 
rael for the world, and on the growing importance 
of the Jewish population in Eretz Israel. But the 
cooperation will be meaningless and aimless if it 
is not loyally adhered to in all spheres by both 
sides. Together with this cooperation — there 
is no other political way for us, since the align- 
ment of the international powers is not dependent 
on us — we must say to our political partner: 
Every time you attempt to avoid fulfilling your 
obligations, every time you attempt to bottle up 
the growing strength of the Jewish people in 
Eretz Israel, every time you attempt to create 
arrangements contrary to the national historical 
status which the entire Jewish people has inher- 
ited on the ground of its historical rights and 
because of the recognition of the nations, at every 
attempt to reduce us to the status of the ghetto 
and of a minority, as in other lands of the galut, 
with every attempt to create situations which make 
more difficult our cooperation with the govern- 
ment and the Arabs, which formally or de facto 
deliver up the legislative power to elements which 
do not feel themselves bound by the obligation of 
the mandate and the recognition of Jewish his- 
torical rights, with every attempt to create sit- 
uations designed to make more difficult the Jew- 
ish-Arab understanding, we must counter, we have 
the right to counter with a decided and energetic 
“No!” (Spirited applause.) 

We want a million Jewish families living in 
Eretz Israel in our own times, so that every per- 
son who is today twenty, thirty or forty years 
old may live to see it. This does not mean the 
creation of a Jewish Babel, a Kibutz Galuyot, 
making it difficult for a Zionist from Eretz Is- 
rael to find a common means of speech communi- 
cation with others, as this very congress illustrates. 

We wish to create a Jewish people in Eretz 

Israel, with Jewish culture and Jewish speech. 
And to this end we must educate the Jewish people 
and implant the Hebrew speech and culture deep 
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in their consciousness. (Vigorous applause.) 

That is the work of the hour, the task of the 
moment. Only if we prosecute it earnestly and 
with determination will the task of the genera- 
tion also have serious significance. Heretofore 
we have carried on our work purely mechanically 
and artificially. We come to every Congress with 
a plan. This plan however, as was the case two 
years ago, had no relationship to the develop- 
ment of the Jewish people, to our interests and 
to the situation in Eret Israel. This artificial, 
unproductive system must be ended. We need a 
far-sighted plan, at least for the next stage of our 
work. These stages do not coincide with the 
periods of the Congress. 

The next step, the task of the hour, is the dou- 

bling of the present Jewish Yishuv in Eretz 

Israel. 

We have now about 330,000-350,000 Jews in 
Palestine. Our next immediate assignment is the 
doubling of this number, and the tripling of the 
Jewish agricultural Yishuv. The present propor- 
tion between the agricultural Yishuv and the total 
Jewish population of Palestine is unsound and 
dangerous. If we remedy this, the percentage of 
farmers must be proportionately higher than the 
percentage of increase of new settlers. In the 
next stage of our work this number must be 
tripled. 

The year 1933 will assume a distinctive place 
in our history, similar to 1897 and 1917. In 
this year took place fundamental changes in the 
position of the Jewish people. Their existence in 
exile was definitely endangered. There were also 
fundamental changes in Eretz Israel. It was 
practically proved that Palestine provided far- 
reaching possibilities for the reception of the 
Jewish masses. The year 1933 also saw funda- 
mental changes within the Zionist movement : The 
great Halutzian power of Jewish youth became 
the leading force in Zionism. (Storms of ap- 
plause.) 

The present Executive realized the duties it had 
to perform in the political, financial, colonizing, 
and organizational preparation of the Zionist or- 
ganization for this new beginning, this new task, 
this new tempo, this new standard to which Zion- 
ism is now called. We saw our political duty 
not only as an uninterrupted struggle for great 
Aliyah (immigration), acquisition of land, and 
legislation, but also in the extension of the politi- 
cal conception of the Mandate Power and in the 
clarification of the universal international opinion 
as to the meaning of Eretz Israel for the Jewish 
people. In the expansion of the Aliyah we see 
the first practical results of these politics. The 
Executive undertook the direction of affairs after 
a year which had an immigration of 10,000 per- 
sons. “In 1933 the minimum Aliyah must be 
50,000”, they said. And at this period of the 
congress, for the first time in Jewish history, 
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there are a hundred thousand Jews who have re- 
turned to their homeland. For the first return 
from Mitzraim (Egypt) brought back 600,000 
in the course of forty years. The second return 
from Babylon brought back 42,000. A hundred 
thousand — that was good, two years ago. It 
is not, however, adequate for the present require- 
ments of the people, nor for the actual possibili- 
ties and requirements of the country. To the 
credit of the Mandatory Power, we must empha- 
size that its sympathetic understanding contribut- 
ed to the growth of the Aliyah, which was di- 
rectly caused by Jewish historical factors. 

Yet we bring the grave and serious charge 
against the Mandatory Power that it has not 
taken into consideration in these two years the 
exigent need of the Jews and the growing demands 
of Eretz Israel. Artificially and unjustly it has 
limited the immigration of Jewish workers, and 
caused us to lose powerful positions in agriculture 
and in government work. By so doing, it has 
imperiled our entire future. We pointed out the 
great possibilities. The government said they 
were exaggerated. Six months later, it was proved 
that we were right. We made demands, and the 
government answered us: “Certainly, there is a 
shortage of labor, but there may be a rebound.” 

The last two years have proved that our de- 
mands, based upon fundamental research, were 
justified; that we were robbed of thousands and 
thousands of Jews who had heard the call of the 
land and who wanted to work here. 

We must admit that the sense of security is 
stronger under the present government than it 
was before. The government has shown that it 
can maintain peace righteously, and has not gone 
the way of the first (Jewish) High Commissioner 
in 1921 or followed the path of 1929. With 
due recognition of this fact — and security is 
one of the central questions of life in the country 
—we must say to the government that we are 
greatly and unjustly discriminated against as re- 
gards our share in those instrumentalities which 
keep the peace. We recognize that the govern- 
ment maintains security, but we cannot be recon- 
ciled to the fact that we Jews are inadequately 
represented among the agencies which guard that 
security. (Applause.) 

Our clear perception of our task as regards 
the acquisition of great land-reserves, found its 
first expression in 

The Purchase of Huleh-Ebene 

But even this important step is disproportionate 
to the tremendous requirements and possibilities 
of a Jewish mass-colonization in Eretz Israel. We 
must, with adequate means and information, go 
on preparing vast, untilled, uninhabited, fallow 
lands for the reception of a great Jewish mass- 
colonization. 

In conclusion, one more question, which is crit- 
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ical, since it comprehends all other questions. 
Shall we really go ahead with the work of the 
hour and prepare ourselves seriously for the great 
work of the generation? Shall our politics 
really respond to the international situation of 
the Jewish people and of Palestine? Do we want 
to create a new understanding of the extensive 
possibilities of Eretz Israel? Do we want to 
make progress in the Jewish-Arabian situation on 
the basis of reciprocal respect and reciprocal un- 
derstandings, as well as reciprocal recognition of 
our great historic national aim (from which we 
will not turn aside a hair’s breadth), together 
with reciprocal recognition of the great Arabian 
national movement, whose historic purpose does 
not depend on the future of Palestine, but on 
the vast, thinly settled Arab territories, which are 
at their disposal? Shall we mobilize science and 
financial power for ourselves? Do we want to 
educate our youth in the Halutz spirit and He- 
braize the people? 

To all these questions there is one preliminary 
condition: 

We must weld the mighty instrument which 

Hersl’s political genius has bequeathed to us, 

the Zionist organization, into a powerful 

weapon. 

One of our tasks in this transition period is not 
only to find new channels for our policy, our re- 
lations to England and to the Arabs, and our 
agricultural and financial policy, but also to re- 
new and strengthen the great significance and 
power of the Zionist organization. Although for 
the first time a congress is meeting which repre- 
sents over a million shekel-buyers we are none 
too satisfied. In these days the number ought 
to have been three times or at the very least twice 
as large. In our movement there is not yet sufh- 
cient understanding for the importance of the ap- 
parently insignificant, yet organizationally and po- 
litically significant act of wide disposal of shekels. 
We must recruit millions under our banner. These 
millions are ready; they are only waiting to be 
organized. But we have no Zionist organization; 
we have only a Congress and parties, 

We do not want to abolish the parties, the di- 
verse opinions, and the ideological distinctions. 
Probably they are unavoidable, perhaps _nec- 
essary, and even useful. But the Jewish peo- 
ple does not consist merely of members of the 
Poale Zion, of Group A and B, of the Mizrachi, 
of the Jewish State Party. Where are those mil- 
lions of Jews who have not yet decided about 
their party membership, who are not interested in 
parties, but who share a common aim which is 
also the common aim of all the parties and of 
the entire Jewish people? In all countries, there 
must be newly set up a Zionist organization which 
does not consist only of parties, but which will 
embrace those great Jewish masses which on ac- 
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count of inner divisions find no place in the or- 
ganization. With all due respect to differences 
of opinion, complete freedom of ideas, and 
reasonable and honorable ideological discussion, 
the Zionist organization must maintain a position 
which includes all those masses which do not be- 
long to parties. 

The Zionist organization must be re-animated; 

Zionist thought must be deepened. 

In this period of complete disorganization of 
the Jewish people on geographical, linguistic and 
social grounds — we belong to different classes, 
or at least, we think we do — we are also in 
danger of a complete disintegration of Jewish 
national thought. The Zionist movement, which 
despite widely varying shades of opinion shares 
in common the great Jewish ‘Ani-maa-min’, the 
great Jewish credo of the rebirth and future of 
an independent people in its own country, must 
assemble around itself the entire Jewish people, 
and must deepen and strengthen Jewish national 
thought. How? By establishing organs which 
shall collect the best of the Jewish spirit in all 
countries and all languages. 

Six years ago there was a big attempt, a bold 
attempt to unite the Jewish people in 

An Extensive Jewish Agency. 

The inspired words of Ussischkin still ring in 
our ears: That we are standing on the threshold 
of a great new era; the first period was that of 
Pinsker, the second that of Herzl, and the third 
that of Weizmann, who will bring together the 
whole Jewish race for the reconstruction of Pal- 
estine. Unfortunately — and we must say it 
frankly — this great hope was not fulfilled. 

The idea was that, together with organized 
Zionism based on a definite ideology and personal 
attachment to the organization, all other Jewish 
organizations in the world should take part in 
the reconstruction of Palestine. These were to 
include Jewish organizations and legally recog- 
nized corporate bodies, international groups like 
the Alliance, the American Jewish Committee, 
the Agudah, trade unions, etc. as distinct bodies 
which do not belong in the Zionist organ- 
iation and are not ideologically related. 

Through the fifty-fifty system, the Zionist or- 
ganization was awarded a justifiable privilege. 
Although it had in its ranks only a minority of 
the Jewish people, this Zionist minority was 
granted over one half of the seats in the new 
body, in order to insure two principles: first, the 
political character of our aspirations, for which 
the Zionist has fought and achieved much, and 
second, the profound national ideological content 
which is embodied in Zionism. Unfortunately, 
Zionists continued to remain a small power in all 
Jewish communities and in world Jewish bodies, 
despite the fact that such organizations contained 
important and devoted friends of the Palestinian 
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cause. Of the fears expressed during the found- 
ing of the Jewish Agency, namely that the so- 
called non-Zionists would endanger our political 
negotiations, fortunately proved unfounded. Dur- 
ing the difficult political periods which confronted 
the Jewish Agency, our non-Zionist friends were 
very loyal, and in those political periods that fact 
proved useful to us in important political ways. 

But as regards organization and colonization, 

our hopes for the Jewish Agency were not 

realized, 

“Neither the entire Jewish people nor even 
large organized sections of it gathered about this 
Agency. Only a small group of important and 
influential friends of Palestine joined. Conse- 
quently since the plan was not realized, the last 
Congress saw that fifty-fifty division no longer 
obtained. Though appreciative of the cooperation, 
earnestness and loyalty of our non-Zionist friends, 
under the present circumstances we would con- 
tinue the Agency on the same basis as proposed 
at the last Congress. When the great basic idea 
of the Jewish Agency is realized, then we can 
perhaps once again proceed organizationally ac- 
cording to the existing constitution. But today 
this is possible only on the basis created at the 
last Congress. 

If we wish to rally and organize the Jewish peo- 
ple — and this is the highest command of today 
—we must do it 

With the Zionist flag in our hands (Applause) 
with faith in the strength and the future of Zion- 
ism as such. (Applause.) We must make the 
Zionist movement the great center of all our 
forces and concentrate our will on the rapid re- 
construction of Eretz Israel. Coincident with the 
political and colonizing forces which we have set 
in motion, we must organize the movement in 
harmony with the ideas of halutzian (pioneer) 
cultural work. The tasks for the present 
moment and for the near future are great and 
entail terrific difficulties. But we perceive the 
great historic powers which can overcome all 
difficulties. On one side the terrific need; on the 
other side the creative Halutzian genius of the 
Jewish people! (Prolonged, vigorous applause.) 


DIRECTION 
of ZIONISM 


POLITICAL RESOLUTIONS 


On General Situation in World Jewry 


amie the political, economic, and social position 
of world Jewry, the Congress focussed attention on 
the collapse of freedom in most of the European countries 
where the Jewish masses reside, as well as on the new op- 
pressions in the Orient. ‘The Jewish tragedy in Germany 
has cruelly illustrated the rootlessness of the Jewish people 









































ae 2 ae 


aS harsagih oe de eee eee ee eT 
oie is asst gt cari oie a] 


Ssaeson nesta andadeece Wicomico 








32 


in the diaspora countries and has demonstrated the right- 
ness of Zionism’s solution to the Jewish problem. Today 
Palestine is the only country where Jewish immigrants can 
be absorbed on a large scale.’ The results of the new 
colonization development during the past two years prove 
that progress can proceed at an even faster pace and that 
the absorptive capacity of the Jewish National Home is 
much larger than was hitherto assumed. Taking cognizance 
of the world economic crisis, the Congress concluded: ‘The 
present international situation is pregnant with far-reaching 
complications which may further shatter the economic foun- 
dations of Jewish life in the diaspora and adversely affect 
the status of Palestine. It is therefore more imperative 
than ever that the pace of Jewish development in Palestine 
be accelerated aad the structure of the Jewish National 
Home be rendered more solid.” 


On Germany and Equal Rights 


sh ip Congress vigorously condemned ‘“‘the systematic de- 
privation of German Jews of their rights.” The moral 
and material existence of German Jewry is undermined by 
defamation of the entire Jewish people and by systematic 
dissemination of teachings and theories calculated to shake 
the position of Jews in all countries. The preservation of 
Jewish honor being always one of its legitimate and prin- 
cipal tasks, the Congress on behalf of the Jewish people 
indignantly rejects the defamation of the Jews because of 
their race, as being contrary to the elementary principles of 
ethics and justice. It protests against the deprivation of 
Jewish rights not only in the interests of the Jewish people 
but also in defence of the principle of equality of all peo- 
ples. The Jewish nation, “which, with endless sacrifices 
preserved intact its honor and characteristics throughout a 
history of many thousands of years, will never under any 
circumstances renounce its’ honor. It will defend the claims 
to equality of Jewish citizens in all countries and their right 
to existence as a people amongst the peoples of the world 
with the same determination as it is prepared to solve the 
problem of its existence by upbuilding its national home 
in Palestine.” 


On Relationship to Arabs 


gestae denying the myth that Jewish coloniz- 

ation has produced landlessness among the Arabs and 
attracting attention to the fact that Zionism has been a 
main and direct cause of Arab progress, the Congress re- 
affirmed “the determination of the Jewish people to live 
and cooperate in harmony with the Arab population 
throughout the East.” The continuation of Jewish coloni- 
zation effort will contribute to the progress and develop- 
ment of the entire Near East. 


On the Legislative Council 


no uncertain terms the Congress made clear that Jews 
would not at present cooperate in the establishment of a 
Legislative Council in Palestine. ‘“With grave concern the 
Congress has learned of the Mandatory’s intention to pro- 
ceed with the establishment of a Legislative Council in 
Palestine. It regards such a step as contrary to the spirit 
of the Mandate, which inherently recognizes that the future 
of Palestine is the concern-not only of the Jewish popula- 
tion in Palestine but of the Jewish people as a whole. Any 
legislative body established on the basis of the present 
composition of the Palestine population, therefore relegates 
Palestine Jewry to the position of a minority and violates 
the fundamental rights of the Jewish people. Granting 
legislative power in this manner would openly repudiate 
the Mandate by opposing the Jewish National Home and 
would be a flagrant infringement of the Mandate, In the 
absence of an expression of recognition of the Mandate by 
the representatives of the non-Jewish community and with- 
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out a real and mutual understanding between the Jews and 
Arabs, any institution of the kind proposed by the Govern- 
ment is likely to imperil the continuation of the develop- 
ment of the Jewish National Home and check the process 
of economic development which is benefiting both Jews 
and Arabs. It is, moreover, likely to become the source of 
dissension and strife between the two sections of the pop- 
ulation and jeopardize the chances of co-operation between 
the population and the government. It is particularly ill- 
advised due to the backward condition of municipal self- 
government in Palestine. The Congress reaffirms its oppo- 
sition to the establishment of a Legislative Council at the 
present stage of the development of Palestine and must 
reluctantly express its categorical rejection of the scheme.” 


On the Mandatory Power 


yo appreciative of the part played by the Man- 
datory Government ‘‘in enabling the Jewish people to 
extend their work in Palestine and while reaffirming the 
readiness of the Zionist Organization to continue to work 
in close co-operation with His Majesty’s Government, the 
Congress appeals to the Mandatory power to fulfill its obli- 
gation generously, by initiating an active and sympathetic 
policy in Palestine.’ Congress notes with regret that ‘the 
facilities for the admission of Jewish immigrants lag con- 
siderably behind the country’s actual requirements” and 
urged the Government “to admit Jewish labor immigrants 
to the full extent of Palestine’s absorptive capacity.” With 
the exception of the Huleh, one-third of whose area is 
reserved for Arab cultivators, very little has been done to 
give effect to Article 6 of the Palestine Mandate, providing 
for encouragement of close settlement by Jews on the land. 
Indeed, the security of existing Jewish land holding is being 
undermined by the trend of recent legislation and by ju- 
dicial and administrative practices. Congress also regrets 
that the repeated requests of the Vaad Leumi and of the 
Chief Rabbinate for allocations from public revenue to- 
ward the budget of rabbinical law courts have not been 
heeded. It also urges that the “Government reconsider the 
basis on which grants are made to Jewish institutions, par- 
ticularly to education and health services.” 


On World Jewish Congress 


igi Congress declared that “in view of the catastrophic 
economic position of the Jewish masses in Eastern 
Europe,” the early summoning of a world Jewish Congress 
is imperative. By the spring of 1936 preparations should 
be completed for convening that Congress—the first in 
Jewish history. 


Resolutions on Colonization 


tg sone the proposal for a discussion of ‘‘a Jewish 
State in Palestine as the ultirhate goal of Zionism” and 
refusing to discuss the goal at this time as “neither helpful 
nor desirable,” the Congress expressed its deep regret at 
the slow advance of agriculture during the period of gen- 
eral economic progress and called upon the Jewish people 
to increase their contribution to the national funds to enable 
agricultural colonization on a large scale. 

The Congress approved a scheme for the immediate col- 
onization of 2,500 families on the estimated cost basis of 
£500 to £600 per family. 

The Congress expressed gratification that more than 25 
per cent. of the immigrants from Germany had been ab- 
sorbed on the land. It expressed appreciation for the help 
extended to all classes of these immigrants by the existing 
settlements. 

The Executive was urged to carry out a resolution con- 
cerning the establishment of an information section for 
colonization to supply assistance to individuals the world 
over. 
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The colonization scheme for middle class settlers was 
also approved and the Executive was directed to support 
settlers in this category with loans to augment their own 
capital, The Colonization Department was instructed to 
place experts at the disposal of these settlers. 

The Executive was directed to increase the capital of 
Emek Gilboa, the Zionist-sponsored water company, so 
that it may continue its bestadeasiest and geophysical re- 
search for the discovery of new water resources in Palestine. 

The Congress welcomed the settlement of the first Kvu- 
tza by young Maccabees and directed the Executive to 
investigate the conditions of the Yemenite Jews, with a 
view to their consolidation in settlements along the lines 
of other similar workers’ settlements. 


On Immigration and Hakshara 


D pinese: immigration into the Jewish homeland must 
proceed “without artificial restriction” by the Palestine 
Government. The Mandatory should grant certificates in 
a way not to limit the Jewish Agency’s freedom of distri- 
bution. Candidates for certificates should be conversant 
with Hebrew and preference given to active workers for 
the national funds. There is a necessity for regularizing 
the status of tourists, the reduction of immigration fees 
and an increase in facilities for Jewish immigration from 
Russia. All Hakshara work (preparatory agricultural 
training) shall be unified. The Executive was instructed 
to aid Hakshara by improving the technical facilities, cul- 
tural activities, sanitary conditions, and housing accommo- 
dations of the Hakshara camps. Special attention is to 
be paid to the needs of women pioneers. A training farm 
for Yemenite Jews in Aden, Arabia, is to be established 
with a view to facilitate their immigration. 


On Labor 


a” order to render possible mass settlement of Jews, Con- 
gress appeals to all Jewish employers strictly to adhere 
to the principle of employing Jewish labor. Congress 
greets the thousands of workers and employers through 
whose efforts new sources of livelihood have been opened 
for Jewish immigrants. Jews who refuse to employ Jewish 
labor betray the most vital needs of their people and should 
be excluded from the Zionist Organization, Congress ap- 
proves the policy of the national fund for granting to 
workers free land for erecting houses and camps, and 
urges that land should be made available in the colonies to 
assist permanent settlement of workers. It urges the Exec- 
utive to aid the activities of the Society for Settling Work- 
ers on Land. Noting with concern the small number of 
Jewish workers in Post Office, railways, and other govern- 
ment works, Congress demands that conditions favorable 
for the admission of Jewish workers into government en- 
terprises be established. It congratulates the Histadrut on 
its successful efforts in obtaining concessions for govern- 
ment work and urges the Executive to expand those activi- 
ties. The Executive is directed to establish a special de- 
partment for the training of new marine workers for 
Palestine ports. In order to safeguard the labor basis of 
Jewish immigation, 55 per cent of certificates have been 
set aside for workers with more than a year of preparatory 
training. 


On Land Speculation 


sew Congress notes “with anxiety and apprehension 
the development of land speculation in the country, 
which forms a danger for the Zionist movement and the 
Yishuv, as it deprives them of the possibility of sound 
activity for the redemption of the land.” The Congress 
considers it necessary to apply energetic measures against 
this evil and instructs the Executive: (1) To create a cen- 


K 


tral land-purchase body, (2) To appoint a commission to 
exercise control over rural and urban colonization activity, 
conducted by organizations and individual persons in Pal- 
estine and in the diaspora, In order to protect the Yishuv 
and the Jews in the diaspora from incurring loss by un- 
sound business in the sphere, this Commission shall issue 
correct and authorized information about all forms of col- 
onization activity. 

Congress requires that all Zionist and colonization insti- 
tutions and all Zionists in the world shall with all the 
means at their disposal conduct a fight against land specu- 
lation, It addresses itself particularly to the banks and 
credit institutions of Palestine, so that they may refuse 
financial support for the purchase of land in all cases of 
land speculation. 


Transfer Agreement 

A pews Transfer Agreement is to be scrutinized by the 
new Executive which shall see that the Havaarah en- 

gages only in business directly relating to transfer of Ger- 

man Jewish capital or goods. 


Keren Hayesod 
T= Congress decided that the Keren Hayesod must raise 
£1,000,000 ($5,000,000) during the next two years. 
It welcomed the decision of the Keren Kayemeth to raise 
a similar amount and approved the proposal for a Keren 
Kayemeth loan. It instructed the directors of the Keren 
Kayemeth and the Executive to take all necessary measures 
to obtain the loan. 


On Health and Sanitation ‘ul 
wo approving the measures taken by the Executive 

and the Vaad Leumi to harmonize government health 
activities with Jewish efforts to aid in combatting malaria 
and other epidemics, the Congress urged stronger govern- 
ment measures for improving sanitary conditions. The 
Congress, though expressing appreciation of the rising 
grants of the Government for Jewish health activities, em- 
phasized that the Government support of Jewish hospitals 
and preventive medicine is still highly inadequate. It de- 
plored the paucity of the Jewish personnel in the Palestine 
government health service, as well as the law restricting the 
rights of Jewish physicians from Germany and other coun- 
tries to enter Palestine for practice. 

The new Executive was urged to establish a special de- 
partment with the task of centralizing amelioration and 
sanitation work in the agricultural settlements and also to 
take measures to protect the health of halutzim. The 
Congress also directed the Palestine offices everywhere to 
investigate scrupulously health certificates as a condition for 
granting immigration visas. Other resolutions urged the 
training of teachers for gymnastics and sports, the extension 
of physical training in the schools and the extension of 
youth organizations, especially in hakshara centers. An- 
other resolution urged the development of the sports move- 
ment in Palestine. The Congress expressed its deep ap- 
preciation of the pioneering work performed by the social 
service section of the Vaad Leumi, under the leadership of 
Miss Szold. The Executive was urged to install immigrant 
hostels to provide for the needs of families with children 
as well as for unmarried arrivals. 


On Education and Culture 
ge report on behalf of the Education and Culture Com- 
mittee stated that there are 33,000 in the Jewish school 
system of Palestine today, as against 21,000 two years ago. 
This number does not include 16,000 children outside the 
Zionist school system. The resolution on education urges 
the centralization of the Palestine schools into one organi- 
zation which would retain the present autonomy of the 
three recognized school systems (Labor, General Zionist, 





eee es 


ESSELTE 


a oes, 
ewan prime 


soot th oor 


SS 


os ate Spork maw 


6 nap twin 9 sin bectemy rates 





NN EME SESE AP LAER OE EI RT ORNS PANS TTY proce 


vgs 


34 


Mizrachi). The Vaad Leumi was urged to take necessary 
measures to provide for the education of every: Jewish child 
in Palestine. A resolution was also adopted providing for 
a special department for youth and education in the dia- 
spora. Special appropriations were made for the further- 
ance of the dramatic activities of the Habima and the labor 
dramatic group, Ohel. 


Zionist Discipline and Organization 
4 eer discipline clauses designed to prevent separatistic 
political activities on the part of various groups within 
the movement provide that all members of the World Zion- 
ist Eecutive, all members of the general Council and all 
delegates to the Zionist Congress solemnly affirm that they 
will observe the laws of the Zionist Organization, submit 
to its discipline, and agree to surrender their offices for 
breach of such discipline. In every country there is to be 
one unified geographic Zionist organization which may be 
joined by any Jew or Jewess above the age of eighteen 
who accepts the Basle program, pays a shekel and is ready 
to submit to the discipline of the World Zionist organiza- 
tion. No geographic organization has the right to formu- 
late or determine ideological principles and can conduct 
itself only in accordance with resolutions adopted by the 
Zionist Congress, 


Budget 
Jt tigen Congress accepted with great satisfaction the report 
on the financial management of the Jewish Agency 
and of the Keren Hayesod. The development of coloni- 
zation, the improvement in industry, the increase in build- 
ing operations and the growth of cooperatives make it 
possible for the Zionist movement to organize and system- 
atize the economic activities of the Yishuv on a larger 
scale. Whence the Executive was urged to establish an 
agrarian bank and an industrial bank which would further 
the settlement work in Palestine. The budget for the year 
5696 (1935-36) provides for an expenditure of £388,000. 
Thirty-thousand pounds has been appropriated for the col- 
onization of German Jews and £74,500 for colonization 
of Jews from other countries. Twenty thousand pounds 
has been allotted for education; £50,000 for the immigra- 
tion department; £13,500 for the labor department; £12,- 
000 for the political department; £10,000 for Hachshara; 
£11,000 for administration; and £21,000 for the adminis- 
tration of the Keren Hayesod. 


Officers 

HE various factions of the Zionist movement reached an 

agreement on a coalition World Zionist Executive. In 
addition to Dr. Weizmann, World Zionist President, the 
members of the Executive include David Ben Gurion (la- 
bor), Eliezer Kaplan (labor); Moshe Shertok (labor), 
Professor Selig Brodetsky (General Zionist A), Isaac Gru- 
enbaum (General Zionist A), Dr. Fischel Rottenstreich 
(General Zionist B), and Rabbi J. L. Fishman (Mizrachi). 
Dr, Arthur Ruppin has been named Director of Economic 
Research with a voice and consultative vote in the Execu- 
tive on economic matters. Dr. Nahum Goldmann was 
named Zionist representative to the League of Nations 
with a consultative vote on the Executive. Leonard Stein, 
English lawyer, was named counsel for the London Zionist 
Executive, while Louis Lipsky was chosen to represent the 
new Executive in the United States. Dr. Nahum Sokolow 
was invited by directors of the Keren Hayesod to become 
its president, and was also elected Honorary President of 
the World Zionist Organization and Director of the Cul- 
tural and Educational Commission for Palestine and the 
diaspora. The new Culture Commission consists of Dr. 
Marcus Ehrenpreis, Martin Buber, Sholom Asch and Berl 
Katzenelson. An Organization Department under the chair- 
manship of Berl Loker was established in Palestine. 
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LEAGUE LEADERSHIP REPORTS 


© First rally of New York League groups 


N® YORK CITY chapters of the League for Labor 
Palestine gave a large reception to Rabbi Samuel 
Wohl, National Chairman of the League, Rabbi Ed- 
ward L, Israel, member of the National Council, Mr, Isaac 
Hamlin, Vice-Chairman of the League, and Pinchas Cruso, 
its National Secretary—on the occasion of their return from 
a visit to Palestine and attendance at the 19th Zionist Con- 
gress. This reception, the first general New York City 
meeting of the year, took place on Tuesday evening, Sep- 
tember 10th, at Hotel Pennsylvania. 


Joseph Schlossberg, Chairman of the League Administra- 
tive Committee, greeted the guests and delivered an evalu- 
ation of the meaning and direction of the League. Pinchas 
Cruso, Chairman of the evening, compared the condition 
of colonization in Palestine at the beginning of the Second 
Aliyah (immigration) with present-day colonization. He 
described the quick tempo of building Palestine, the impa- 
tient spirit of idealism in Halutzim—their hunger for land. 
He reported that the leadership of the Histadrut values the 
accomplishments of the League in America and considers it 
the proper and worthy instrument for the mobilization of 
new forces among the workers and the masses for the 
strengthening of the working class commonwealth in Pal- 
estine. 

Rabbi Israel spoke of workers’ colonization which guaran- 
tees the fulfillment of Zionism. He pointed out the dangers 
of cheap Arab labor, of land and rent speculation, of private 
competition for personal profit, All these dangers, stressed 
Rabbi Israel, can be combatted successfully only through the 
Histadrut. Were it not for the Histadrut, both Jew and 
Arab in Palestine would have the lamentable low stan- 
dard of living of the power Arab masses. Rabbi Israel 
spoke warmly of the German children who are being 
received into Palestinian colonies. Hundreds of them 
have already been absorbed into Palestine and are living 
proud and free lives. Rabbi Israel enumerated the attempts 
of the Histadrut to bring about understanding and friendly 
relations between Jewish and Arab workers. He promised 
to dedicate himself to the Histadrut, the most constructive 
forces in Zionism. 

Isaac Hamlin spoke of Histadrut’s growth to a member- 
ship of almost 80,000. He pointed out the unsound basis of 
old settlement and the need for more cooperative coloniz- 
ation work along the lines of the Histadrut. He maintains 
that the world has heard too much of Palestine prosperity, 
from which only a small percentage benefits, The workers’ 
settlements, both the vutzot, and even more so—the &/b- 
butzim, are still immersed in constant worry and financial 
need, and cannot develop properly because of lack of 
capital for long-term loans. The need of national capital is 
more acute now than ever before. 


Dr, Samuel Wohl, National Chairman of the League, re- 
lated his impressions of Germany where he visited this 
summer. He described the terror rampant in the country, 
the awful dread in which Jews live. He was in Berlin on 
the day of Julius Streicher’s notorious speech. No Jew 
dared leave his home after 6 P.M. that day. Rabbi Wohl, 
hearing the radio address from a taxi, described his feeling 
as of one in a room full of poison gas from which escape 
was impossible. Rabbi Wohl believes that as many German 
Jews as possible must be transferred to the only refuge— 
Palestine. In the light of the tragic plight of Jews in most 
European lands, our work in Palestine is in the nature of a 
great emergency. Rabbi Wohl appealed for a strengthening 
of the League for Labor Palestine and with it the whole 
Zionist movement, 








